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The moſt Reverend Father in G OD, 
Journ HoapLsey, D. D. 
DUBLIN, 

Primate and Metropolitan of 
May it pleaſe Tour Gract, . 

T is not becauſe You are a Perſon of 


| Dignity and Eminency in the Church 

4 or a or becauſe 1 am in your 
K Dioceſe, that I dedicate this Book to 
3 Your Grace; neither is it on account of 
thoſe Talents You may ſhew in publick 


* 
A 2 or 


iv The Dedication. 
or the Virtues You may practiſe in pri- 
vate; either of which (as I live retired 


from the World of Buſineſs, and have the 


Honour of but a ſmall 
tance with Your Grace) it is 


Acquain- 
impoſſible for 


me to know, but by the Report of others: 
And as I have had, atleaſt lo much Expe- 
rience as to obſerve, that People's Chara- 


cters are very often ſer out in falſe Lights; 
and Men, as well as Books, Y re- 
commended for Qualities that they have 
not: I candotfo math d on como 
Report, as to form any certain] k 
of things thereby: And to that 
Reſpect and Eſteem ( which 
always ſuppoſe) for a Man! Joo't kriow ; 
and d hom therefore it is impoſſible that 1 
ſhould ſincerely reipect and z to do 
this, I fay, is what, I hope, I never ſhall 
be able to bring my ſelf to. 
T Is true, My Lord, I am but à 
M an in — with others; (tho' rich 
in my ſelf, being ly fatisfy'd with 
what I have, if Providence, thro? Your 
nog 's Bounty, contiques ith but Poor as 
Lord, I ſhould ſcora to fac ; 
W mY greateſt Man en Earth, if 


I. at the 1 * e 


him. or did not know him to 
of Worth. 
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The Dedication, v 
B E aſſur d then, My Lord, that tis not 
Your Station or Dignity, Your Power or 
Riches that 1 d in this Dedication : 
'Tis not my own Advantage I have in 
view; by courting Your Favour, as an 
Acceſſion to my Fortunes, or Your Patro- 
DARE, as an Addition to my Reputation. 
Buyr that, for which I dedicate my 
Book to Your Grace, is the ſincereſt and 


juſteſt Eſteem and Reiped imaginabie. that 


I have ever had for Your Grace from the 
firſt Moment that I aw Vu. How! 
You will fay : Reſpect and Eſteem for a 
Man V ou profeſs You do not know] 
YES, Lord, Reſpect and Eſteem ; 
and that as fincere, as true, fron: the Bottom 
of my Heart, as any Man's whatioever, be 
he who will, that has profeſs' d them for 
Your Grace. ButIefteem You, My Lord, 
not for thoſe Virtues or Talents ( which, 
tho univerſally ſpoken of, I have not had 
the Honour and Happineſs of being an Eye 
Witneſs of ) But for that, which with me 
is above all Virtues, and, without which, 
all other the moſt excellent Endowments 
are Droſs, mere and nothing worth: 
I mean, My Lord, Your Love and Affe- 
ction to this our common Country IR E- 


LAND. 


A 3 PeRMIT 
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PERMIT me, My Lord, (tho' 1 did 
before this preſume to mention it to Your 
Grace) permit me, I ſay, to repeat it a- 
gain, (not to remind Your Grace of it, 
who, I doubt not, will never forget it) 
but to inform the World how You aſſur d 
me, the firſt time I had the Honour of ſee- 
ing your Grace, That you would eyer, 
while you liv'd, lay the Intereſts and Con; 


cerns of this Kingdom near your Heart, 


and endeayour, to the utmoſt of your 
Power, to promote the Honour, Intereſt, 
and Happineſs of the People, the Church, 
and alſo our Univerſity, upon all Occa- 
fions. You aſſur'd me, you had a very 
great and ſincere Affection for the King 
dom, and every Thing belonging to it, and 
that you would, in all reſpects, behave as 
a Native thereof, and conſider it as much 


as if it were your own Countay. 


for where a Man lives, where he is ſettled, 
and intends to live and die there, That is 
his Conntry. Whatever Regards he mi 

have had formerly for the Place of his 
Birth, while he liv'd there, muſt all give 
way to thoſe new Aﬀections, which the 
to ſettle in, demands 


Country, he 
from him. Shall a Man receive Health 


and Happineſs, Riches and Honours, Peace 


and 


Y our own Country, My Lord, it is; 


L . 
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and Safety in a Country by poſt- 


pone the Intereſts thereof t 


born there? Not that I think a Man ſhould 
forget his native Soil, his ancient Friends 


and Bleſſings he had hitherto enjoy d: But 


Husband, tho' he may look back on the 


Pleaſures and Happineſs he received before, 
and 2 acknowledge them, he muſt 
not fuffer the Remembrance of thoſe paſt. 


Enjoyments, on any account whatſoever, 
to come in Competition wirh the Aﬀecti- 
ons his now alter'd Condition demands 
from him. — 

Ir therefore, My Lord, you call this 
Country your own, you fay but what is 
true, you do but what you ought ; for by 

our Removal hither, it is become fo. And 


it is for this Affection to this Kingdom, 


which you with ſo much ſeeming Earneſt- 
neſs and Sinceri 133 to my ſelf; It 
is for this, I ſay, that I honour and eſteem 
your Grace. | 

Fox I ama Man, My Lord, tho' of 
ſmall means, yet of a Temper to put an 
high Value on that little I can call my 


own. And as I, and my Family, and all 


A 4 


my 


of ano- 


ther Place, becauſe he had the Luck to be 


Relations, and his Parents, to whom 
he had been beholding for all the Goods 


then, like a Widow married to a ſecond 


1 
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ſitions are Part of this Ce J 

— ss 
higheſt R and Concern for it, unleſs l 
could be indifferent to my ſelf, and to what- 
ever is neareſt and t to me. 

Bor further, as I and mine, as ſmall as 
we are, make Part of this Kingdom; and as 
therefore whatever befals my Country, I 
muſt ſhare in ; I muſt ever be a warm and 
zealous Advocate for the Liberties and 
Rights thereof: For as I would not be a 
Slave my ſelf; I could not, I nuſt not con- 
ſent ro ſee my Country enſlaved either. 

On Liberty! Thou Glory of theſe Na- 
tions, and Boaſt of theſe happy Hands ! 
How amiable, how lovely doſt thou make 
the remoteſt Countries! the moſt deſert 
Rage of Winds, the Inclemency of te 
Rage le of 
Sees, the L ings of the Waves, and 


viii 
my A 
it is 


Hoarſeneſs of the Billows that ſurround 
41 


us not; they ſeem pleaſant ; 
ature ſmiles agreeably, not withſtan · 
ding the Grimneſs, the Darkneſs, the Hor- 
ror, that theſe diſtant Northers Climes 
may dreſs her in. PT Te Rr 


I; ewvy not the warmer Clime that lies 
In ten Degrees of more indulgent Skies z 


Nor 
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Nor at the Coarſeneſs of our Heav'n repine, 

Do ver our Heads the frozen Pleiads ſhine - 
*Tis Liberty that crowns Britannia's Iſle; 


Ob Liberty . Thou Goddeſs heavenly bright / 
Profuſe of Bliſi, and pregnant with Delight ! 
Eternal Phaſures in thy Preſence reign, 
And ſmiling Plenty leads thy wanton Train. 
Eas'd of ber Load, Subjeftion grows more light, 
A Poverty looks cheerful in thy Sight : 
Thou mak ft the gloomy Face of Nature gay, 
Civ Beauty to the Sun, and Pleaſure to the 
Day. Asdpis ox. 


Ar As! What is a Man's Country with- 
out Liberty And what ſignifies it where 
we were born, ot where we live, if we do 
not enjoy the Freedom that our Nature 
demands. For my Poor, I 23 
m as Scrap of E 

1.2 2 Mother laid me, and that 
may gh» Po ied me with Wa- 
ter 5 with Meat and Drink, 
the bare Neceſſaries of Life, to ſuſtain a 
miſerable Being: If that were all we un- 
derſlood by our Country, twere 3 

atter 
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Matter whether we lov'd it or no. A 
few Trees and Shrubs, Earth and Stones, 
are all that ſuch a Country is made up of; 
inanimate Things! that are inſenſible of 
the leaſt Worth we could put on them, and 
therefore unfit Objects of the Love, or Re- 
gard of rational and free Beings: But what 
] mean 1 Country, is that Society of 
People, that Part of Mankind, that live 
within the ſame Compaſs with my ſelf; 
whoſe Friendihip and Converſation I enjoys. 
that divert me with their Society; and de- 
fend and aſſiſt me by their united Power. 
They only are our Country: They only 
worth conſidering as ſuch: And he that 
truly loves his Country. loves not the 
Stones and Trees, but the human Inhabi- 
rants thereof: And therefore when your 
Grace profeſs d that Regard to this Coun- 
try, you ſhould mean, as I doubt not but 
you did, the People, the Inhabitants 
thereof. 3 | ES 
FROM thence, My Lord, I wouldin- 
fer your Love of: Liberty; to ſay we love 
one, and yet be ſatisfy d to make them 
Slaves, or to leave them ſo, being an Abſur- 


dity and Contradiction; and which no 


that knows what human Nature is, and 
what are the Boundaries of Good and Evil, 


Or 
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or that has any Senſe of Morality, could 
be guilty of. : ; ; 
Ir is impoſſible, indeed, to ſuſpect any 

thing like this of the Brother of the Biſhop 
of Sarum ; or that ſo near a Relation to 
the Author of the Original and Conſtitu- 
tion on Civil Government, and the Mea- 
ſures of Submiſſion to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, ſhould not be a ſincere Aſſerter of 
the Liberty of Mankind. | 
AND it is with this View chiefly, and 
as I conſider your Grace in this Light, that 
I chuſe to dedicate my Book to you. For 
I am ſo exceſſively fond of Liberty, fo 
jealous of the leaſt Attempts to ſubvert it; 
I have ſo great a Contempt and Diſeſteem 
for any thing that ſeems oppoſite to it; 
and (ſhall I ay) Hatred and Averſion to 
7 that would deſtroy it; that, as almoſt 
my Opinion of your Grace is 
built 42 * tull N , that 
you are of the ſame Sentiments; fo, I ſhall 
not ſeruple to ſay, that I never could be 
even indifferent ro, much leſs eſteem, much 
leſs love, much leſs ever forgive the Man, 


| (were he never ſo great and mighty, never 


ſo rich and powerful, and more exalted than 
the 700 of Mortals) that I could but ſuſ- 
ped had a Thought to deprive my Country. 
and with it me, of our Liberty. RY 
Pu” ur 


\ | \ 
: 


7 
| 
+ Th 


his Life for his Preſumption. 
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Bur is thisa Reaſon why I ſhould dedi- 
cate a Defence of Chriſtianity to you: Or 


what has Liberty, you will ask, and Mr. 
Moolſton to do together? Oh! much, My 
Lord, very much! Their Cauſe is reall 
very much alike; and one or both muſt 
fall, or they muſt riſe and ſtand together. 

Mr. M oolſtos is a Man; a Man indeed he 
is, for ſo his Books do plainly inform us ; 
that is, My Lord, a poor, weak, unſtable 
Creature; for ſo is Man. He has been 
ſeduced to apoſtatize from Chriſtianity, 
and afterwards to write =_ it; for 
which he has been proſecuted, and the C 

of many run againſt him, that he ſhould loſe 


Bur why ſo ſevere a Puniſhment ? Is 
he nota Man? And is not Man ſubject to 
change? Can a Man command his Hu- 
mours, his Paſſions and Inclinations ? But 
above all can he command his Faith 2 Can 
he help believing what he thinks he has 
Evidences for? And if Satan be ſo ſtrong, 
if Senſe and Nature be ſo weak, that he can- 
not perceive the little or no Grounds he 
has for building Dei ſin upon; is it not the 


Effect of Want of Senſe, and Weakneſs 


of his Nature? That Nature which is 
common to us all, and which therefore 
we are all ſenſible is too frail to be de- 


depend 
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ded much upon; too unſtable not to 
leave Us to the ſecret and ſudden 


Attacks of Him, who is 1 y 
watching over Us for evil, and inceſſant- 


ly goeth about, like a Lyon greedy of 
kis Prey, ſeeking whom he may — Ahoy 
Do we not feel the ſame Weakneſs in 
our ſelves? the ſame Changes from bet- 
ter to worſe, and worle to better? And 
who knows (as much as we ſolace ourſelves 
now in our preſent Security) whether we 
may not be aſſaulted and overcome like 
him: Let him that ſtandeth take heed 
leaſt be fall. But now, if we ſhould here- 
after change our Opinions ; and turn 
Presbiterians, or Papiſts, or Yuakers, 
or Jews, or Mahometans, or Deiſts, 
thould we be pleas'd to be perſecuted on 
that Score ? S not we claim the Li- 
 berty of our human Nature? And inſiſt 
that all Mankind had an undoubted Right 
and Freedom to believe profeſs and teach 
what Opinions ſoever They thought fit, 
and were perſuaded of. 
| And ſhall we not allow Mr. Hooifton 
the fame Liberty, we ſhould take our 
felves : The Liberty claim'd we inſiſt on 
is the Right of Mankind; a Thing inſe- 
| parable from our Nature: But is not Mr. 
Nullen a Nan? has he not the ſame 
Na- 
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Nature ? and ſhould he not therefore. en- 
joy the fame Liberties ? | 


I aLLow indeed that neither He, nor any 


one elſe, ſhould uſe reviling and abuſive Lan- 


guage againſt any Part of the Conſtituti- 


on of his Country, whether in Church 


or State; and that for ſuch Kind of Lan- 
guage He might lawfully be puniſh'd. Bur 


then it ſhould be not for the Errors of his 
Opinion; but the ill Manners and want of 


Decency and Humanity in his Way of 
rreating Things. Let Him jeſt, in the 
Name of God, let Him be witty, and 


banter, and turn into Ridicule whatever 


He can; for Sarcaſm and Banter are cer- 


tainly Arguments that may very lawfully 
be us' d. as They 


ſhew the ridiculous Side 
of a Thing; but when one comes to call 


Re, Sou of W-----e, and the like; 
He is no longer to be allow'd in genteel 
Company, but to be kick'd out of Doors; 
and if Mr. Woolſton has ſaid any thing 


like this I ſhall fay Nothing for him: But 
for any thing elſe that he could ſay or 


object to Chriſtianity, I muſt plead for 
him: "Tis an Infringement of Liberty to 


debar him from ſpeaking; and therefore 


by all true Patriots, all Friendsto Liber- 


ty, and Enemies to Slavery, tis by all 


Means to be kept off: If fuch Tyranny, 
as 
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as w__ ſhut a _— —_— or force 
him to againſt his Conſcience, be 
ever alete d in one Inſtance; it will not 
fail to be excercis d in more: And if any 
Power pretends to take my Opinion from 
me, or, which is the ſame Thing, hin- 
ders me from _ it as I pleaſe; why 
may not the ſame Power as well proceed 
to take away my Lands, my Houſe, my 

Maintainance, my Life it ſelf, as well; 
fince tis certain that I cannot pretend any | 
better Right or Title to theſe, than I can 
to my Opinion, and to uſe it how, and 


8 when, and where I think fit. 


Bur it will be objected: What! are 
there to be no Bounds put to this Liber- 

? ſhall Men be allow'd to ſay what 
they will of the Things, we hold moſt 
dear and ſacred to us? Shall they be per- 
mitted to propagate their Opinions tho 
deſtructive to our Civil Conſtitution, and 
our eſtabliſh'd Religion? Anſw. Why 
not? If thoſe Things be wrong, why 
ſhould not they be impugn'd and to 
be ſo? And if they be right, what need 
we fear any ers for Truth is great 
theſe falſe Notions and Opinions, if they 
de tolerated, will ſpread among the com- 
mon People, who are not capable of 
=, _ Judging 
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judging of the Truth of the bings cot 
3 and who ig =—_Y led 
into Errors dangerous to R ligion i 
and the State. An/w. But why ſhould 
they be more led 2 an into 


Advocates of 
dit, Senſe and I 


ſo, 
N them aright as the others 
to lead them wrong. | 

In ſhort, let Us come to Particulars 
and examine the two main 2 
which Liberty of Opinion ſeems 
dangerous; namely, the preſent Serrle- 
ment of the Crown in the Houſe of Ha- 
nover, and the Uſe of an eſtabliſh'd Re- 
ligion in a State. | 
As to the firſt: Why ſhould che King 
hinder the free Examination of his Title 
to the Crown ? or why ſhoulditbe Trea- 
ſon to call it in Diſpute ? for, alas, how 
weak, how trifling ** 


? be Dedicatiun. xvii 
3 tan be objected againſt it, in Favour of 


tte Pretender! His Majeſty reigns by the 


free Conſent and Election of the People, 
over whom He is ſet: Can any Title be 
F ſtronger ? Have not all Mankind a Right 


to chuſe their Governors? Are not ſuch 


3 Governors perfectly ſecure; when they 
3 know they govern a * that un- 
doubtedly love them, and prefer their 


7 Government to that of any other what- 


ſoever; for if they didn't, why ſhould 
they, when it was in their Choice, prefer 
them to others? ED 
3 To this what can be objected? Why 

the Claim of a Perſon deſcended from 
one of our Kings, whom we formerly 

baniſh' d: But does not ſuch a Plea de- 
ſtroy the Right tis made to uphold ; for 


What is it but to fay, that we ought to 


make the Son of a Tyrant and a Mur- 
therer our King. Alas ! his Father was 
baniſh'd : Was he fo ? Still worſe and 
worſe: For do we ever hear of good Kings 
dethron'd by their Subjects; tis a threwd 
Sign he was a wicked Tyrant, when his 
3 own Subjects could no longer bear him. 
But there's Hereditary Right! Hereditary 
3 Right ! what's that? a Right for Mur- 
7 therers and the Sons of Murtherers to 
7 reign over a People; nay the — 
a e 
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ple they wou'd butcher, and commit to 
the Flames, if it were in their Power; a 
Right to uſe an whole Nation like Beaſts 
of Burthen ; ro make of them Hewers of 
Wood and Drawers of Water; ; to give or 
take from em at Pleaſure, their Liberties, 
Religion, Lives, Fortunes: If this be the 
Pretender's Claim, it muſt needs be a very 
poor and weak Title, that ſhould be afraid 
to be oppos d to it. 

In ſhort, a wile, a juſt, a mild Admini- 
ſtration will eſtabliſh its ſelf in the Hearts 
of the People, and therefore need fear no 
Aſſault from Pulpits or Preſſes, that can en- 
danger it. Fine-drawn Schemes and curi- 
_ Speculations will never make the Peo- 

le take up Aon, wu oy find them- 
elves ur _ a t Go- 


vernment. The fu Cantal Bleſſings they 


feel and enjoy under ſuch an one, will have 
a much more powerful Influence on them, 
than the airy Notions and Expectations of 
better things, under a foreign Prince, whom 
they know nothing of. And therefore I 
cannot ſee, while the Government conti- 
nues as it is, any very ill Conſequences if 
the paſſive Obedience Men and Jacobites 
2 allow'd, (provided it were done with 
) to objedt what they could to 


the he rebar Eſtabliſhment ; the' — 
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in its behalf being vaſtly ſtronger, fuller, 
3 andclearer than any thing that could poſſi- 
# bly be objected to ir. 
Tux ſame may be ſaid of the Lawful- 
7 neſs and Expediency of an eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
gion; to which Mr. Locke, among the 
2? Chriſtians, in his Letters on Toleration ; 
and Mr. Collins, among the Deiſts, in his 
* Diſcourſe on Free-thinking, not to mention 
: othersof leſs Name, have objected. The 
ts is this : To an- 


Sum of their Argumen 
: nex Dignity, Power, Preferment, and other 
Perquiſites to the Profeſſion of any Opi- 
* nion, is an Hindrance to Truth ; becauſe 
tis a Temptation to Men to profeſs the Be- 
* lief of theſe Points, tho againſt their Con- 
ſcience, and an Hindrance to their receiving 
: Inſtruction, and weighing the Arguments 
on the oppoſite Side. Now allowing this 
to be true, yet it can be no Argument parti- 
3 cularly againſt an eſtabliſi d Religion, be- 
{ becauſe the ſame may as well be objected 
to any other Eſtabliſhment. For Inſtance ; 
Are not all the Places, Honours, Sc. in 
the Kingdom given and annex't to the Be- 
lief and Profeſſion that the illuſtrious Houſe 
of Hanover has a betterRight to the Crown 
than the pretended Son of the late King 
James? And is not this therefore a Temp- 
tation to many to profeſs Allegiance to his 
| | a 2 Majeſty. 


XX The Dedication. 
Majeſty, which elſe perhaps they would 


not? And won't this neceſſarily make our 
preſent King's Right more generally recei- 
ved and profeſs d than the Pretender s? And 
won't it hinder many People from even ex- 
amining the Pretender's Right at all? But 
1 


fore contend for the laying aſide of this 
Regulation, becauſe it may hinder the im- 


partial Examination of the Pretender's Title 


with many People ? In ſhort, as I faid, there 
can be no Eſtabliſhment made in the State, 


any more than in Religion, that won't be 
iable to the ſame Objections ? In a Com- 


monwealth is it not fit that all the Magi- 
ſtrates ſhould be Republicans? And in 4 
Kingly Government, that they ſhould be all 
for Monarchy ,and againſt Republicks? And 
muſt not this neceſſarily introduce a general 
Eſteem for Monarchy, in one; and for a 


Commonwealth, in the other; without any 


Regard to the Excellency, Uſefulneſs, G&c. 
of one above the other? And yet who 


eſtabliſhing for all that a particular Form of 
Government in every Country? Nay, is it 
poſſible to be avoided ? 

Juſt fo it is with an eftabliſh'd Religion: 
Whatever Diſadvantage may ha there- 
by to Truth, it cannot be help'd; f 


d; ſome 


ſuch 


hope theſe Gentlemen would not there- - 
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does not ſee, that this is no Reaſon againſt : 


< 
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f ſuch thing muſt be, and every Country muſt 
{ have an eſtabliſh'd Religion, as well as an 


| 4 


The Dedication. on 


eſtabliſh'd civil Government. For it is own'd 


e ven by thoſe very Men that oppoſe us, that 
the Belief of a God is neceſſary for the Sup- 


port of all Governments; and that all States 


muſt form themſelves upon this Principle: 


themſel ves upo 

3 God, as a fundamental Article and Part of 
their Conſtitution ; then will it not follow, 
that they muſt appoint ſome Worihip. Ho- 
nour and Regard to be paid him ? I ſay. that 


But if ſo, and if all Societies muſt form 
n the Belief of the Being of 


they muſt appoint it in the Name of their 


Society? For if the Belief in God be not 


profeſs d, as the private Opinion of the ſe- 


ing, as they are a State or Commonwealth, 
muſt alfa worſhip him, as they are a State or 
Commonwealth likewiſe; then it will un- 
avoidably follow, that they muſt appoint 
or determine among themſelves, what man · 
| a 3 ner 


] veral Members of the Commonwealth ; but 
as the Profeſſion of the whole State, as in 


truth it is, ſince tis allow'd to be a fanda- 


mental Article of their Conſtitution ; then 


will it not follow, that the ſame tate that 
believes a God, muſt alſo worſhip him ? It 
being abſurd to hold the Being of a God, 
and yet deny that any Worſhip is to be paid 
him: But if thoſe who acknowledge his Be- 
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ner they will agree to worſhip him in: And 
in chuſing the Method of Workhip, they 
muſt act and be guided according to the 
Rules, which their Judgment and Conſci- 
ence tell em are beſt : Now ſome thinki 
the Church of Rome, others the Gree 
Church, others the Bible, others Reaſon, 
others one Book, others another, the beſt 
and ſureſt Rule for fixing the kw; of 
God by; have eſtabliib d thoſe ſeveral Wor- 
ſhips which we find in the ſeveral Nations 
of the World; as the Nomi ſb, the Greek, 
the Proteſtant, the Mabomet an, the Sia- 
meſe, Chineſe, &c. And how otherwiſe 
can it be? For, as I ſaid, ſome Worſhip mult 
be paid to God by every State, as it is a 
State; and therefore the Legiſlature of eve- 
ry State muſt have a Power of fixing and 
determining how and what this Worſhip 
ſhall be ; and therefore the Rules of this 


Worſhip, which make up the Religion of 
the State, will become part of the Laws of 


the Land: Bur being — of the municipal 
Laws of the Land. they muſt receive ſome 
Sanction, and be inforc'd by ſome Puniſh- 
ments and Rewards. The Rewards then 
and Puniſhments I propoſe ſhould he theſe ; 


That all, who were diſobedient to theſe ' 
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Laws of Religion, ſhould be excluded from 


the Magiſtracy, and from all Share in — 
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civil Adminiſtration. Leſs than this, I think, 
could not be inflicted as a Puniſnment; it — 


| abſurd that any one ſhould be Magiſtrates and 


Governors in any Country, whole municipal 
Laws they retus d to obey ; as they do, who 
refuſe to practiſe the eſtabliſh'd Way of Wor- 
ſhip. Bur for any greater Puniſhments, I think 
'em unlawful, becauſe every Man has an un- 
doubred Right to chuſe whether he'll bea Mem- 
ber of ſuch or ſuch a Commonwealth or no; 
and if he refuſes it, I can't ſee what Right or 
Power any State has to force him to be of their 


Number. And therefore conſidering ſuch a 


Man, at worſt, but as an Alien Stranger or Fo- 


reigner ; I ſay, that as the People he lives among 


cannot, with any Juſticez force Him to obey A 
their municipal Laws, (I fay 4 LL, for ſome 


s be ſure he mult obey ; as a Lodger in an 


Houſe muſt oblerve ſome of the particular Re- 
gulations eſtabliſn'd in the Family) ſo, above 
all, they muſt nor pretend to force him, upon 
any Account, to be of their Religion: He ha- 
ving an undoubted Right to his Opinion, as 
much as he has to his Lite, Limbs, and Fortune. 
And thus am I inſenſibly led (by the Exami- 
nation of — Caſes) to the Mention and 
Proof of the very Point, for the Sake of which 

we undertook the Conſideration of theſe parti 
cular Caſes; namely, the Reaſonab and 
Equity of allowing every Man to profeſs his 
Opinion in all Points whatſoever, even concer- 
12 civil Eſtabliſhment, and the publick 

Leligion of his Country. 

The laſt of theſe it has been Mr. Moolſtan s Miſ- 
fetune to have given Offence by, and for which 
a 4 ſome 
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ſome violent People would take away 
But if they were to conſider how ſtrong the Ar- 
ents for Truth 4. even where thoſe for Er- 
ror are the ſtrongeſt, (as in the two Caſes before 
conſider d) and i * be ſure that their 2 
ons are true, why ſhould they be afraid to have 
them thoroughly examined : Bur if are 
doubtful, or if they ſuſpe& themſelves to be in 
the wrong, why ſhould not they liſten to Inſtru- 
Etion, tho it came from ſuch a Man as Mr. Wook- 
fon? And why then ſhould ny take away his 
Lite? = hon him, fine him, or impriſon 
bim? Why, fay they, he oppoſes our eftabliſh'd 
Religion, briſti anity. But what then? why 
ſhould not he? Where is the Danger of it! 
In ſhort, if we be inthe wrong, 'tis fit we be in- 
form'd of the Truth: If we be in the right, we 
need not fear him. Whether we are or no, is the 
Deſign of the following Diſcourſe to examine. 
To the Iſſue of this Controverſy I deſire it may 
be left, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance againſt him 
from the Civil Power. 
My Lord, as I am perſuadęd you are of the 
ſame generous and free Princi = oy I have cnter- 
rain'd the higheſt Eſteem for your Grace; and 
upon that Account ſolely I dedicate my Work 
ro you; Which it is/full Time now we enter'd 
upon z and dell dan not delay you or che 
Reader any longer, but conclude. I am, 
13 My LORD. | 
Your Lord ſhip” s moſt dutiful Son 
in CHRIST JESUS, © 
* moſt obedient, | 
humble Servant, 
WILLIAM Dori. 
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PREFACE, 


FTER /# _ Attempts of 0- 
A thers to anſwer Mr. Woolſton, it 
may perhaps be thought needleſs or im- 
pertinent in me to ay the ſame 
Subject I think my ſelf therefore o- 
blig'd in the rf # P ce, to give the 
Publick ſome 3 of this 3 
in Order to Juſtify my 705 and Vati 
fo them. 

The Biſhop of St. David's, and all o- 


ther An 4 J find, are imperfect 


and unfiniſh'd : Theſe Authors deſign'd 
only to undertake Part of Mr.Woolſton's 
Di ſcour ſes: As, one his Sixth, one the 
Reſurrection, another his Fifth on the 
raiſing of Lazarus, Sc. or elſe, if they 
intended to go thro his whole Work, 
they have been hindred by ſome Accident 
or other, as I ſuppoſe, from 1 
their Deſign : As the Biſhop 
David's, who, tho He proces] 1. 
his ſecond Volume ſhould come out laſt 
Winter, 
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4 Jag 2 or, of it. 

The W 2744 therefore havin 
therto ſeen an Anſwer to all Mr. Wool- 
ſton's Di ſcour ſes; it could not be unac- 
ceptable to preſent it with this; in 
_— 7 have been careful not to omit 
one ſin e Argument, in Point of Rea- 
fon, that be alledges againſt our Fa- 
wiour's Miracles 

Nay fo careful have I been not to 
treat this Subject ſlightly; that I have 


my ſelf, not only propos d Mr. Wool- 


ſton's Arguments 2 rongeſt Li ah 
but ho” added ſe * — * 


which he 4 not ＋ ly mention, bus 
which ſeem to be deduc ible from his 
Premiſſes. 

For this Reaſon it is, that my Rea- 
der muſt not expect 1 ſhonld everywhere 
quote Mr. Woolſton's own Words, and 


my Part I could not be at the Fatigue 
of tranſtribing, and turning over Leaves 


erpetually : But beſdes, I for the moſt 
pt thought his Arguments were ca- 


pable of being better 5 d. than he 


reduc d to leſs Room in fewer Mordt; 
and conſequently would receive greater 


Force 


er we have not ever ſince heard 


not hi- 


refer to the Pages of his Books: For 


bimſelf has done pe ag They might be 
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jeftions that be did not make: For tho 
1 anfwer many Objeftions, that are 


. 
Force and Strength : However, I am 


| confident Mr. Woolſtoon himſelf will 


own, that I have no where miſrepreſen- 
ted his Senſe; even where 1 mention Ob- 


none of his; yet they muſt be own'd to 
be the unavoidable Conſequences | fey 
Opinion: And if after all, he ſhould 


| difown them as J am ſure he will not; 


My Book for all that will not be a whit 
the worſe ; for even ſo, "tis but conſide- 


ring it as an Anſwer to ſuch Objefti- 


ons as I there propoſe ; which, if TI 
have well fold, tis all one to me (as 


it will be I believe alſo to the Reader) 


who it it that makes the Object ions: 
Whether tis Mr.Woolſton or My. Collins 
or any one elſe; provided they be well 
anſwer'd: For tit not the Perſon of 
any Deiſt, that is any Way concern' d in 
this Controverſy, but his Arguments. 
Some I know will be cautions of read- 


ing my Anſwer, till they have ſeen thoſe 


Books of Mr. Woolſton, which I pretend 
to refute; But I beg all ſuch Gentlemen 
to believe me, when I aſſure them that 
I have not paſs'd by one ,ingle Argu- 
ment, that I know of, which My. Wool- 
ſton has made uſe of againſt Chriſtiani- 

— eee eee Ey. 


. 
ty: And if I bave beſides propor d ma- 
ny Objetiions, which he never made; 
and it may be have not always diſtin- 

wiſh'd them, as not being his; yet 1 
Tumbly concerve my Book is not at all 
the worſe for that, nor * Defence of 
Chriſtianit 7 thereby invalidated : All 
that can be ſaid 1s, "ax * J have givu'n 
my Book a wron 4 Title; ſince it is not 
confin'd to the Subjet?t of Mr. Woolſton s 
Di ſcour ſes. 

What 1 _ now ſaid muſt ſerve 
as an A, 1 . eemin 
weak and — nt This Fs, Teal 
' will find in my <F7 him to 

"_ der that _ e. s 0 0% fett ion: 
1 filly, mean Sa piti- 

t Was 2 ble for my An- 
= not to ſeem as weak and poor: If 
therefore the Reader ſhall meet with 
fuch, which he finds Fault with, Pd 
fain know, would he have me paſs a 
Objection by ? If not; then I muſt ta 
VMotice of the weakeſt and ſillieſt, as 

well as of the ſtrongeſt: But in r 
ting ſuch, tis impoſſible for a Man not 
to ſeem himſelf to write as weak and 
prtifull;, as the one be anſwers does : 
Tit as if one went to prove, that a Man 
or an Hourſe was an Animal : He may 
find it neceſſary to do ſ to ſome — 
an 
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and ignorant Creatures ; tho be muſt ex- 
pett to be laugh'd at for * 
But it will be 41 me, didn't 
J chaſe _— to laugh at an ad ridicele 
uch il ings ; than go about to an- 
a= 47555 Ara! No But to tell 
pt "_ 1 muſt profeſs that Ridicule is 
my Talent: I have not that Liveli- 
"of Thoug ht and Briskneſs of Fancy, 
we are — to conſlitute a Wit, 
and enable a Man to ſay ſmart Things : 
T am the ſaddeſ Fellow at Repartee ag 
—4* the uh and — * 
have wiſer than to expoſe my [+ 
he an Attempt that Way : 77 any Tbing 
ke ap in t he following g Work bas flips 
e vouch that it is ex- 
5 4 and be and 1 be 
Reade will paſs it by. as one of the 
Errata. 


After this fair Confeſſion I hope Mr. 
Woolſton will have Compaſſion on m; 
and in his Reply (if he ſhall think it 
worth his While to anſwer a Curate} 


that he would not fall ſo unmercifull 
on me, as he - of. toe do on 7 


Biſhops, nay, on the whole Body of the 


rey: 1 eg he would conſider that 'tis 
ungenerous to attack a poor weak Man, 


with — againſt which he bas 10 
| Defence : 


"PREFACE _ 
Defence: In Mercy let him not exerciſe 
the Keenneſs of his Wit on one, who 
pretends not to diſpute it with him; 
but let him exert it rather on ſome one, 
who he may ſuſpet?, might vie with 
him therein. | 

And now that I am upon my Stile and 
Method of handling this Subject; Tir 
fit I ſhould inform 
bave purpoſely and ſiudiouſly affected to 
write ina very plain Manner : Soplain 
indeed it it, that I may ſeem to many 
to deſcend to a Lowneſs of Language. 
But that was in a great Meaſure not 
to be help'd. becauſe I ſhall ever lay it 
down as a Rule, to avoid with the great- 
eſ Care two Things, without which it is 
impoſſible for any Thing to be what is 
call d Sublime; I mean Methaphors and 
Conciſeneſs. By Conci ſene ſi I only mean 
fuch an Expreſſion, as leaves a good 
deal to be ſupplied by the Senſe and 
Judgment of the Reader; but as [ write 
for the unlearn'd and ignorant, as well 
as for the karn'd and wiſe; I cannever 
conſent to leave one Syllable, that needs 
the leaſt Explication : This I have car- 
ried /o far, as not to omit even the mi- 
nuteſl Particles TOO, ALSO, THAT, 
Sc. by which Means ti: W 

| that 


my Reader that I © 
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that my Stile be low and poor ; but as 
T am confident there it not one Sentence, 
which is not perfettly clear, plain and 
intelligible ; That ſhall comfort Me for 
the Loſs of good Language. 

As to Metaphors ; as They are not 
rictiy true; and as They often ſerve to 
lead Men aſtray, by giving wrong No- 
tions of Things; and as conſequently it 
is abſolutely rmpoſſible for a clear Head 
to think metaphorically, or to argue 
from a Metaphor; I can't ſee how it 
ſhould have a Place in a Demonſirati- 
on; and therefore I have laid it dows 
to m ſelf, as as Rule, never to wſe it 
ia an Argument; and this being one 
great Source of the Sublime, and want- 
ing in my Book, my Reader muſt upos 
this Account alſo expect to meet Nothing 


of State herem that is Sublime. 


However, ſince I am ſure I bave wrote 
Nothing that is not perfectly clear, eaſy 
and intelligible to the meaneſt Capacity; 
] hope That will be admitted by my Rea- 
der, as a ſufficient Excuſe for the Want 
of thoſe Things; if what I before al. 
ledg'd ſhould not be allow'd of 

ne Thing more I muſt give an Ac- 
count ef; aud that is, why I divided 
my Book into Pamphlets, ſince all my 
| Friends 
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gettions I there 


PREFACE: : 
Friends and others expected it would 
come out complete at once : ] didit with 


a View to make the Antidote as univer- 
ſal as the Poiſon ; that thoſe, that could 


not ſpare much Time or Money at once; 
might not begrudge to lay out either, on 
4 ſixpeuny Pamphlet; which yet they 


:migbi not be able to ſpare, on a three- 
ſhilling Book : Mr. Woolſton's Objecti- 


ons to the Miracles being in the like 
Manner ( Parts 28 for better ſpreading 
of Them) divided into ſeveral Diſtour ſes. 

The Poſtſtript, which the Reader 
will find at the Endof the fourth Part, 
will anſwer for it ſelf; ſo that there 
is no Occaſion here for mentioning it 
more particularly. | 

I muſt add a Caution, that the Reader is 
defer d to conſider what Paſſages he meets 
mark d down the Sides with little Com- 
mas thus not as mine, but as ſpoken 
by My. Woolſton or 4 Deiſt, whoſe Ob- 
propoſe and diſtinguiſh 


e 


by that Mark. 
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ANSWER 


- 


A N $ W E R 
Mr WOOLSTON, 


Parr L. 


CONTAINING, 

I. The Hiſtory of the Controverſy, as begun 

U. OT of It, as i bliſting 

II. The general State of It, as fu at Pre» 
ſent in Mr. Hoolfton's Diſcourſes. 

III. The particular State of It, as divided by 
Him into three principal Points. 

IV. The Examination of his firſt Point or 
principal Propoſition. 


: = - Ra Examination of his ſecond principal 


2 wherein He falls on the _—_— 
iracles: And here are conſider d Ob- 


Ae to three of Them; namely, 
The driving the Buyers and Sellers our 
of the Temple. 

VII. 200 2 the Devils out of the 
: permitting Them to enter into 

h bd of Swine. 

VIII. The Transfiguration. Which make the 

Subſtance of Mr. F/aolfton's firſt Diſcourſe. 


EE WEE a 
Printed in the Year M pcc xxx. 


CONTENTS 
OF THE 
Second, Third, and Fourth Pax Ts. 
PART II. 


ONTAINS the Continuation of 

Lu the Anſwer to Mr. N ooliſlon s ſecond 

. Propoſition, wherein He falls on 
— Miracles: And here are con- 
ade d bd his Objections to five more of 
Them; namely, 

I. The H the Woman that had 
the Iſſue of Blood 12 Vears. 

II. The Curing the Woman that had a 
Spirit of Infirmity 18 Years. 

III. The telling the Samaritan Wo- 
man her Fortune; which three make the 
Subſtance of Mr. #oo//tox's ſecond Diſ- 
courſe. 

IV. The Curſing the Fig-Tree. | 

V. The Pool of Betbeſda which two 
are the Subſtance of his third Diſcourſe. 


PART 


CONTENTS, &c. 
PART III. 


| Contains the Continuation of the 2 
fer to Mr. Voolſtons ſecond * 
| N bo vo. He falls on « 
ti Miracles: And here are conſider d 
his Objections to four more of Them; 


namely, 

I. The Caring the Man born blind. 

II. The — Water into Wine at 
the Marriage of Cans. 

III. The h the Paralytick, which 
three are the Sub of his fourth Diſ- 
courle. 


IV. The raiſing of the Widow's Son of 
Naim, Jarius's Daughter and Lazarus ; 
which are the Subſtance of his fifth Dif- 


courſe, 
PART IV. Contains, 
I. The Continuation of the Anſwer to 


Me. Woolſton ſecond general * 4. 


wherein He falls on the 
cles: And here are condi 1 his —— 
tions, I. to 7eſus's own Reſurrection, and 
2. to his fo often concealing Himſelf. 

II. The Anſwer to Mr. V oolſton's third 
general Propoſition. 
III. The Conclufion. 
IV. The Poſtſcript. 
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PREFACE. | 


L L I need add "I more than 


what 1 have ſaid in the general 
Preface, is to deſire the Reader to take 
Notice, that. (as to the Su 
here given of Mr. Collins's Scheme, and 
my p {wer thereto) I intended not that ei- 
ther ſhould afs for complete in it's Kind. 
*T is true, I think That 7s Mr. Collins's 
Argument againſt Chriſtianity, reduc d 
70 as — poſſible ; aud the An- 
Fwer 1 heve gin it, in my Opinion, the 
geſt and trueſt that can be thought of; 
as perhaps I may ſhew hereafter. Hou 
ever whether that be admitted or no, will 
be no great Matter : The Reader will 
þlainly ſee, that my Intent was only to 


inform him of {0 much of Mr. Collins 8 


Controverſy, as was neceſſary to give 


Some light into the preſent one with Mr. 


Woolſton. g 


AN 


BOW © 
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make Remarks on ev'ryPart of his Books 


Whatever is perſonal I ſhall fay as lirrleto, 
4 —— with what I have now pro- 
Joo 


[ANSWER 


Mr. N 1 Diſcourſes, &c. 


S my Deſign is not to encreaſe 
Controverly but to defend the 
Chriſtian Religion, Mr. oo 
fon is not to expect that I ſhall 


or or os on the Miracles of our Savi- 

: It will be enough if I take Notice of 
. me therein to be either un- 
ſound Divinity or to ſavour of Infidelity: 


B Ons 


0 Anſwer 10 N 
On Thing however I muſt premiſe in 
his . rather in Favour of his 
Books; And that is, that tho by his De- 
dications and ſome other Touches in 'the | 
main Bedy of his Diſcourſes of the ſame 
Strain. He ſeems to be none of the Wiſeſt 
of Men (for ſome, I think I may fay, al- 
moſt all People judge Him to be beſide 
Himſelf) yet for all that his Arguments 
are not ro be deſpis d, as if They muſt 
needs be as weak as the Author of 
Them is thought to be. He ſeems alſo to 
have a little of what is call d Enthuſiaſm : 
Which may induce many to contemn 
and ridicule his allegorical 1 5 
thi of rr cles. dp 
is may t. a Method o 
with Him by 1 or ig- 
norant People, yet I believe no wiſe or 
good Man woul ould approve of ſuch a ſullen 
telf-conceited Sileace. For my own 
Part, as my private Opinion of his Perfor- 
mance be It good or bad, can be of no 
r Moment either to Him or to the 
ublick. 1 ſhall not declare it: But as to 
his Objections to the Miracles of our 
Saviour, undoubtedly I thought Them 
worth Conſideration, or I ſhould never 


5 much Time and Pains upon 
Them. 
Hs 


Y mov'd bi 
S thor of 


dle ro 


Mr. Wooisrox. 3 


feſſes the Cauſe of his Writi 
Fork to have been the Controverſy 
Mr. Collins, the ſuppos d Au- 
be Grounds and Reaſons of the 
$ Chriſtian —_— and of The Literal 
Scheme of Prophecy. In which two 
Treatiſes Mr. Collin: attacks Chriſtianity 
and endeavours to invalidate the Args 
ments fof it drawn from the 


concerning Chriſt quoted from he old 
Teſtament. ff 4 


4s thoſe Books of Mr. Collins's are 
ſcarce in Dahlia. I hive not yet been a- 
Them ſo as to read Them 


F * 


at Lei ure enough, td give an exact Ac- 
count of Them : But having however 


had an Opportuni of a curſory Rea- 
ding of Them; I believe I grin Ar e- 
nough to be able to give the Reader a 
View of the of this Contro- | 
verſy, from thence. 
« Mx. Collins objects, That not one 
of all the P e T. are 
+ licerally 5 to Jeſus. But thoſe 
that are ſuppos d to be moſt ſo were 
«+ eirher other Ways, or how- 
ever were a fulfilFd by Him. 
As to thoſe that were fulfil d other 
8 Ways, as for Inſtance, that of the Vir- 
** gin's bringing forth a Son, quoted from 
B 2 Iſaiab: 


4 An Anſwer to, &c. 
* Tſaiah: Theſe undoubtedly are not 
literally and peculiarly applicable to 
«« Teſus. They are not literal Pro- 
5 phecies of Feſis, becaule They were 
literally fulfill'd another Way, for In- 
ſtance. that now mention'd ofthe Vir- 
*« gin's bringing forth a Son, was fulfill'd 
in a very few Years after Iſaiab de- 
*« liver'd the Prophecy, and five or fix 
hundred Years before the Birth of 
FJeſus. But neither are theſe Prophe- 
«© .cies 1 applicable to Jeſus; for 
thoſe that are peculiar or proper to Him 
only, cannot belong to any other a- 
«« long with Him; whereas we fee now 
* that thoſe that were fulfilFd other Ways 
„ were common to other Perſons and 
Things as well as to Feſi#s; and there- 
fore could not be common or peculiar 
to Him alone. 

As to thoſe that were not fulfill d 
other Ways, Mr. Collins denies yet that 
** They are peculiar Prophecies of Chriſt. 
For they are either no Prophecies at 
all; or if they be prophecies, They 
are not yet fulffll'd; and therefore if 
They be applied to Jeſur at all, tis 
only by Way of Accomodation in a fi- 
* guratiye, allegorical or parabolical * 

| << NOW 
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on Him and obey Him. 


Mr. Col L Ixss Obje#ions. 5 
Now the Conſequence of all this will 


. be, that if there be no Prophecies of 
FJeſus in the O. T. that do peculiarly 
and literally belong to Him, and to 


Him alone; but if inſtead of that, all 
theſe pretended Prophecies may be as 
«« well applied to other Things and Per- 
*< ſons as to Jeſus, then ſays He, It will 
follow, that we can never be certain 
that Fefis was ever prophecy'd of in 
*© the ng 4 | | 

Bur now Jeſus always pretending to 
ebe no other than _ Perton who was 
„ prophecy'd of in the O. T. and never 
pret ide alſoto any Manner of Au- 
* thority; but only as He was that Per- 
e ſon ſo prophecy'd of, tis plain, ſays 
« Mr Collins, that we can never be cer- 
*+« tain that He has any ſuch Authority as 


„He claim'd to Himſelf: Since we can 


never be certain that He was ever pro- 
* phecy's ofatall: But if we can never 
be certain that Zeſis had or has any 


| C Authority, what becomes of his Re- 


„ ligion? Or where lies the Obligation 
** on any to believe in, that is, to 


Now to this Ianſ wer, that all that from 
hence is or can be concluded againſt Chri- 


ſtianity is only this, that we never can bare- 


B 3 ly 
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ly from the fulfilling of the O. T. Prophecies 
by Jeſut be ſure that He was intended in and 
by theſe Prophecies: But what, Sir, if we 
could not? (I ſay could not, for Iwon't allow 
that we cannot) but what if we could not 
from theſe Prophecies certainly conclude 
the Authority of Jeſus? cant we prove it by 
other Things along with theſe Prophecies? 
The fulfilling of the Prophecies alone we 
will ſuppoſe is no Proof that Jeſus 
was the Perſon intended by the Wri- 


ters of Them; becauſe tho Jeſus did 


fulſil Them, yer other Perſons did 

and might full -! way. - penalty fe ſus : 
But when to theſe we join his Miracles, his 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Prudence, and the 
other Characters that could be expected in 
the Son of God, all manifeſted in a moſt 


eminent Degree in Him; Theſe 1 fay all 


confider'd rogether prove the divine Mif- 
ſion and Authority of Feſvs, tho' his 
fulfilling of the Prophecies alone, his 
Miracles alone, or any other of theſe Cha- 
racters alone, I ſay alone and without the 
others. might not be ſufficient to prove it. 

Tris Anſwer that J have now giv'n 
is what J ſuppoſe has been made by moſt, 
or all the Writers in this Controveſy, thay 
have anſwer d Mr. Collin e, which as I think 
He peckons Them up are pretty 3 


Serre 


bent Re dt ae ee EL. 


thereof. 
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being about Thirty (tothe Honour of our 
Religion and Church be it 


ſpoken) But Mr. 
Moollſlon not liking this Anſwer, not only 
Himſelf gives another; but alſo has wrote 
his Books on our Saviour's Miracles as 


He profeſſes on purpoſe to ſhew the 


Weakneſs thereof. 

TAE Anſwer was this, that tho' tis 
true the O. T. Prophecies of Jeſus as not 
being literally and | nn, applicable to 
Him, ſhould be alone no ſufficient Proof 
of his divine Miſſion and Authority ; yet 


that his Miracles, Sc. confider'd to- 


gether with the fulfilling of theſe Pro- 


phecies are a Proof thereof. 


To this Mr. Moolſlon on the contr 
aſſerts, that the fulfilling of the O. T. 
Prophecies of the Meſſiabh by Jeſus, are 
the only Proof of his being that Meſſab ; 
and that his Miracles are no Proof at all 


Now theſe two Aſſertions are what 
I ſhall make it my Buſineſs in this Dif- 
courſe to conſider, and to examine the 
Reaſons by which He endeavours to 
eſtabliſh Them. And in order to a 


clearer Method I ſhall be oblig'd to begin 


with the latter. | 
Trar Jeſus's Miracles are no Proof at 
all of his being the Meſſiah, He propoſes to 
B 4 ſhew 
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ſhew by three Arguments, Firſt in that 
the healing of bodily Diſeaſes are no proper 
Miracles of the Meſſiah, nor a good 
Proof of his divine Authority to found 
anew Religion: Secondly, in that the li- 
teral Hiſtory of many of the Miracles 
of Jeſus, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, 
implies Abſurdities, Improbabilities and In- 
credibilities, conſequently They either in 
Whole or in Part were never wrought as 
They are commonly believ'd now a days. 
but are only related as prophetical and para- 
bolical Narratives of what would be miſte- 
riouſly and more wonderfully done by 
Him: Thirdly, in that Jeſur never could 
pow ly and ultimately refer to thoſe 
Miracles He then wrought in the Fleſh 
as a Proof of his Mefraſpip; but to 
thoſe myſtical Ones which, he was todo 
in the Spirit, of which thoſe wrought in the 
Fleſh are but mere Types and Sha- 
dows. Ws 

ALL theſe He endeavours to prove 


both by Arguments drawn from Reaſon 
and by the Authority of the Fathers. 


As to the latter I muſt confeſs I am not 
ſo well vers d in Them as Mr. Noosa 
ſeems to be; and therefore it is Impoſ- 
fible for me to know whether He has 

__ quoted 


| ] read above three or four of Them, and 


My. Wools rox. 9 
2 quoted Them rightly, or fairly repreſen- 
S. 25 their — I pretend not to have 


They the firſt of Them (no great Matter to 
brag of truly) which I think Mr. Moos- 
fan has not quoted. And therefore for 
thoſe He has quoted, as I am for the 
moſt Part an utter Stranger to Them, I 
muſt depend upon his Ingenuity for their 
Words and Senſe. But that I will 
be no Diſadvantage to my Caule; for 
taking all the Quotations as fairly done 
and juſtly tranſlated, 1 think there is nor 
any one that makes for Him. Moſt of 
Them indeed are nothing at all to his 
| Purpoſe, as is viſible at firſt Sight to the 
meaneſt Reader; and the reſt a very 
little Attention will diſcover to be as 
little alſo. So that I am not a little ſur- 
priz'd an ingenious Man as Mr. Hook 
on ſeems to be, ſhould be fo ſhort- 
ſighted as to find any Thing in what He 
has quoted from the Fathers to ſtumble 
at, and lead him into fo ſtrange an O- 
inion. Strange I call It ; not becaufe 
nfidelity is a ſtrange Thing, but becauſe 
Mr. Wool ton ſhould callHimſelt aChriſtian 
and yet be of It. i 
| I coME now to conſider thoſe thre- 
Arguments of Mr. Ho0/ſtos, and firſt as 
_ 
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to healing bodily Diſeaſes; ** Which He 
«+ ſays were — proper Miracles of the 
«+ Meſſiah nor any good Proof of his 
divine Authority to found a new Re- 
<< ligion: For fays He, Apollonzus Da- 
nur, Veſpeſes, and the 1r:/þ Stroa- 
«« ker Greatrex, rm'd the ſame, 
++ having miracu cur'd Diſeaſes to 
* the Admijration of all Mankind: But 
from thence what Pretences can They 
bring to the Title of Prophets or to 
be the Authors of a new Religion? 
„ Beſides, ſays He, tis plain there are 
Diverſity of Gifts, one has Wiſdom, 
% another Knowledge, another the Power 
+ of Heali another ſpeaks with 
«« Tongues; But now if theſe Gifts can be 
% giv'n ſeparately. and 3 how does 
% a Man's having one (ſuppoſe the Power 
«« of healing) prove him to have the reſt ? 
+« ſince tis plain he may notwithſtand- 
„ing not have the others; and if fo, 
„ then Feſis notwithſtanding his Power 
++ of healing, may not have the others, 
and fo not be the Meſſiah. | 
Io this Ianſwer. That noBody that ever 
I heard of, thought the Power of healing 
alone to be a Proof of J7eſus's being the 
Meſfah, or of his Authority to found a 


that 
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new Religion; Had it been ſo, undoubt- 
edly, Apollonius Danæus, Veſpaſian. 
Greatrex, and others (ſuppoſing what is 
related of Them to be true) would have 
the ſame Power and Authority as Jeſus 
bas. And if there be any ſo fooliſh as 
to think that the Power of healing alone 
ves Jeſus to be the Meſſiah; Mr. 
coole has ſufficiently refured Them: 
But as I ſuppoſe no confiderate Man is of 
= | inion, we muſt look upon all that 
Mr. #oo/ton lays on this Head to 
for Nothing; For He contends for w 
no Body oppoſes. What all Chriſtians, 
with me, think, is undoubtedly this, that 
neither the Miracles of Jeſus, nor the 
Pr ies fulfill'd by Him, nor the 
— _ and Contrivance ＋ in 
is whole Management, I lay that none 
of theſe alone. nor an Thing elſe con- 
ſider'd by its ſelf and ſeparate from ev'ry 
Thing elſe, prove his divine Miſſion and 
Authority; but all of theſe put toge- 
ther in one View, They I ſay thus con- 
ſider d together, prove It, tho each con- 
fider'd by It's ſelf will not do fo : But of 
this more fully hereafter. ; 
Mm IS —— * 4g the Fa- 
| are nothing to the = 
prov'd what Mr. Hoolſton quotes The 
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for, they would only fay what all Chri- 
ſtians agree in, namely that the Autho- 
rity of Jeſut can never be prov'd from 
his Power of healing alone, but from that 


join'd with other Things. Burt indeed 


they do not even prove what He quotes 
Them for. The ſubſtance of all he 


fetches from Them amounts only to this, 


that Jeſus's Miracles of Healing are all 
to be interpreted allegorically; as being 
but Myſteries and Types of the greater 
Cures He was to work on the Infirmities 
of wag 7 Does _ 

Ve He wrought no miraculous 
Does on the Body at all? No: for He 


might heal bodily Diſeaſes really and li- 


rerally ;. typically thereby to prefigure 
his Means Thoſe of the Soul. Does It 
prove that healing bodily Diſeaſes were 
no proper Works of the Metab? No: 


For what if healing ſpiritual Diſcaſes was 
more properly his Work ; yet what hin- 


ders but that his healing bodily ones was 
a Work very proper for Him alſo? As 
fure It was; for elſe who would traſt or 
on Him for the Cure of the 
Diſeaſes of their Souls; for ev one 
might fay if He could not cure bodily 
iſeaſes, . 
1 958 0 
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which are harder to be remoy'd, and 
therefore he is not the Meſſiah. 
= 5, ra of two 
Significations of t ord proper; for 
| | 1 Gignikies either FIT or el us ck TO. 
If by faying that the healing of bodily 
Diſeaſes was not the proper Work of the 
Meſſiah, Mr. Woolſtow means It was not 
rrr for Him to do at all; I ſuppoſe I have 
even now ſhewn the contrary, for if It 
were only as a Type of his ſpiritual 


Cures, 
and to encourage People to truſt on Him for 
healing the Dileaſes of their Souls, It is 
plain that twas fir, nay, neceſſary for 
the Meſfah to work thoſe bodily Cures 
3 alſo. If by faying that the healing of 
*$ bodily Diſeaſes was not the Work 
of the Meſſiab, Mr. Voolſſton means that 
thoſe Powers were not yPEEULIAR roHim ex- 
cluſive of any others (which is what He 
truly ſeems to mean by his 1 r in 
Veſdaſian, Greatrex, that did the like) 
For God's ſake what is this but Quibbling ? 
For who ever 2 that this was a pe- 
culiar Priviledge of the Meſſiab. As for 
Fr: 5 natural Means, ev ry Doctor and 
r . 
or curing preternat , weall hold the 
— did It as well as Jeſus. But 
W 


of all this? Does it therefore fol- 
| low 
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low that among many others Proofs of 
the Meſtabſhip of Jeſus, this of healing 
can not be us'd as one, becauſe others 
were famous _ as well mae! ay did 
we attempt the ing his Miſhon from 
that ths. it mike bo reaſonably urg'd 
that others alſo as well as Jeſur were e- 
minent for ſuch Cures : Bur when we 
build his Authority on many other Things, 
which, none of Them alone, bur all ra- 
ken together prove Him to be the Me/ſ- 
Ja. I fuch Objections muſt needs va- 


INDEED the Rock Mr. Voolſton 
ſieems to ſplit upon is this; + That as the 
Miracles of Feſis, his Wiſdom, hisGood- 
*« nefs, Innocence, Sc. were all equall'd 
ox excelPd by the like Qualities in o- 
*« thers; fo thereby all Pretenſions from 
„ hence of his being the Meſſab are 
«« deſtroy'd, for how can that prove his 
divine Miſſion which will as well prove 
the fame Miſſion of ev'ry one that has 
the ſame Qualifications. 

Bur to this the Anſwer is very obvious; 
For if It 22 7 that any * Man 
ſuppoſe Apollonins Dan æut or Sommona 
— tad; not only one the fame Pow - 


er of working Miracles, another the fame 


the 
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nme Wiſdom and Contrivance, appearing 
l 2 y Paſſage and Accident of their 
Lives; but that all theſe with many more, 
as the fulfilling of Scri Prophecies 
and the like, were all I fay to be found 
in one Man; then indeed that Perſon fo 
endow'd would have the very fame Pre- 
tenſions to be the Meſſab with Fefus 
Himſelf. But when inſtead of this we 
find all theſe Qualifications divided 
ſeveral, and thoſe that have the largeſf 
Share of Them, yet very defective in o- 
thers, and that hitherto we have found 
none but Jeſus that had Them all; We 
very reaſonably hence conclude that none 
but He is or can be the Mefab. 
AND here we find abundant Reaſon 
to bleſs and adore the Goodneſs and Wil- 
dom of God, in that He has no whero 
inted any one certain Character of 
eMeſſeb, excluſive of all others, where- 
by to know Him; for if there had been 
any fuch, tis hard to ſuppoſe that in the 
Courſe of Nature, one or more Men ſhould 
not either by Deſign or Accidentcome ſo 
near to anſwer that Character, as to leave 
it for ever doubtful who was the true 
Meſſtab. But now we may fay, what if ev ry 
one of the Prophecies concerning Chriſt 
| had been fulfill d by ſome other as well 


as 


, 
* 
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let him come our and plead his Cauſe thar 
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as by Jeſus ; where would we yet find one 
that fulfill'd Them all as He did. Or if 
any one Man had fulfill'd Them all; we 
might ask was that fame Man the moſt 
holy; humble, innocent, charitable Perſon 
that ever liv d? Or if He was that alſo; 
did he manifeſt moreover a great and ſur- 

Zing Power equal or ſuperior te an 

KThing ever before known ? ö if He 44 
feſted this Power, Did there appear alſo in 


| ev'ry Paſſage and Accident of his whole 


Life ſuch a wiſe Contrivance and wonder- 
ful Management, as could be the Effect 
and Guidance of no leſs than infinite Wiſ- 


dom? Did all theſe I fay ever appear in 


any one Man but eſis? Did every Cha- 
racter of the Son of God ſent to be a Co- 
venant and a Light to the World; ſhine 
out in any one but Him ? If They did, 
if SJozmmonaCodom or Apollonius Tyaneus, 
or Jocrates, or any other can ſhew the like; 


we may believe on Him. 
Courp Mr. Wootton ſhew that all 


theſe now mention d Characters were to 


be met with in Greatrex, Veſpaſian, or 
Apolhonias Tyaneus, ot in any other in 


as eminent a Degree as in Feſ#s ; He had 


indeed done ſomething ; for tho' all That 
would not have ſhewn that theſe Qualities 
Were 
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were not fitting for the Meſſiab; Vet it 
¶ would have prov d that they could not be 
¶ peculiar to Him. But while he ſingles out 
only one, namely the Gift of Healing, and 
ſhews that others had it as well as Fe/as ; 
what does He but prove what no Man 
conteſts? only that That alone without 
the other neceſl: 1 cannot 
be peculiar to the Meſpah. by 
3 As to his Quotations here from the Fa- 
FS thers, They are not worth meg, | we 
F ticularly on; becauſe, as I ſhew'd, They 
make nothing at all to his Purpoſe, or in 
the leaſt invalidate the Proof of Jeſws's 
NMeſſiahſbip, brought from his Miracles 
particularly his healing bodily Diſeaſes. 
$ So that having diſpatch'd this firſt 
Head, I come now to the ſecond. 
Mx. Voolſton here undertakes to ſhew, 
That the literalStory of many of our Sa- 
8 © viour's Miracles, as They are recorded in 
the Evangeliſts, and commonly beliey'd 
by Chriſtians, does imply Improbabilities 
** and Incredibiliries, the groſſeſt Ab- 
7 furdities, very dishonourable to the Name 
of Chri/? : Conſequently They in whole 
or in Part never were wrought, but are 
only related as prophetical and paraboli- 
„ calNarratives of as would be myſteri- 
* oufly and more wonderfully done by 
* Him. —_—_ Now 
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Now what all Chriſtians 1 e (as 

I my ſelf do) hold concerning this Mat- 

ter is this: That the outward Miracles 
of Jeſus are but mean and nothing worth, 
in Compariſon of thoſe he works in- 

wardly on the Soul; becauſe undoubted- 
ly "tis a much greater Inſtance of Power 
to cure Hardneſs of Heart, than Blind- 
neſs or Deafneſs of Body ; to convince 
one that is quite dead to God and Reli- 
gion, than whoſe Body is ſpent with Age 
and Sickneſs : And when Mr. Noolſlon 
quotes the Fathers for ſaying as much, 
He labours only to prove what no one 
denies. 

Bur further, moſt or perhaps all the 
outward Actions and Miracles of our Sa- 
viour were done by. him but as Types 
and Allegories of what He will more 
wonderfully erm inwardly on our 
Souls, or as Parables directing Us to our 
Duty: So his raiſing the as Laza- 

rus, &c. was but a Type of his raiſing 
thoſe that are dead in Sins; His curſing 
the fruitleſs Fig-tree, is to let Us know, 
that We are never to be d for 
fear of our Maſter's coming, or that We 
are to think any Time whatſoever ſhall 
be reckon'd to Us as.a Time of not bea- 
ring Fruit: By bis own Death, 13 

WA 
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ſhewn Us that We are to die to Sin, and 
by his Reſurrection that We are to riſe 
to Holineſs: All this is what ev'ry Chri- 
ſian 1 believe will agree in; and there- 
fore He need not have giv'n Himſelf the 
Trouble to ſhew Us that the Fathers al- 
legoris'd all or moſt of our Saviour's Life; 
for They do what wy one elſe does. 

Bur what of all this? Will It follow be- 
cauſe Morals may be drawn from the 
Actions of Jeſus Chriſt, as there can 
from the Fables of ÆAſop, that the one 
has no more Reality than the other ? 
Or becauſe Feſus might have done more 
wonderful Things than He did (as ſpiri- 
tual Cures are greater than bodily ones) 
that therefore He never did theſe ſmaller 
Things at all? And what if the Fathers 
ſay that the healing bodily Diſeaſes was 
little and of Nothing worth, in Compa- 
riſon of curing the Diſorders of the Soul? 
Or Whar if They allegorize thoſe Mira- 
cles, —_ — from Them? Will It 

that therefore They never thought 

that Feſus Chriſt really did theſe Mira- 
cles? Mr. Moolſton might with as machRea- 
{on affirm that I, for what I have juſt now 
conceded, am of his own Opinion ; and 
that I don't believe that Je/ivs ever did 
thoſe Things recorded of Him by the E- 
7x vangeliſts 
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eliſts. The only one that ſeems to 
favour Him (I fay ſeems) is Origen; and 
We all know that Origen had in ſome Reſ- 
pa as ſtrange Opinions as Mr. Woolſton 
imſelf, and a Man whoſe Authority one 
need not wonder to ſee alledg'd for an 
odd Notion, and therefore one not too 
much to be regarded for his Opinion in 
ſome Things. 
INDEED if Mr. Woolſton be in earneſt, 
and really thinks that all theſe Fathers 
He quotes, disbeliev'd the Reality of our 
Saviour's outward Works and Miracles; 
I fay, if He really thinks ſo; I believe 
ev'ry one will really think him infatua- 
ted. Tis a Jeſt, tho' indeed but a very 
ſilly one, to hear one pretend to believe 
that Jeſirs is the Mefiab, and yet deny 
his Miracles, Reſurrection, Sc. And if 
Mr. N oolſton is ſuch a Man, I dare fa 
He is the only one that ever was of ſo 
ſtrange an Opinion: And to fancy the 
Fathers are of the ſame Sentiment is, if 
poſſible, ten thouſand Times more ridi- 
culous. For my Part, if I met any Paſ- 
yy Pong that way, that I rw} not 
otherwiſe explain, in any Book going un- 
der the Name of a Father; I "Gould 
make no Scruple to ſay It was forg'd, or 
| falſely 
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falſely printed, or that the Author was no 
I Chriſtian: For I could never think the 


Author to be one of the Fathers. 

Ma. Woolſton may indeed have a better 
Opinion of his own Book, and a worle of 
mine; becauſe I decline to ſay any more to 
his Quotations from the Fathers. But it is 
only to ſave my own and my Reader's La- 
bour, not out of the leaſt Conciouſneſs of 
their Force againſt the Cauſe I write for: 
Such way of managing Controverſy is no 
way entertaining or improving: Tis dry 
md tedious to diſpute on the Senſe of a 
Paſſage, eſpecially to do nothing elle : and 
after all who matters what wrong Opinion 
any Man whatſoever had ofa Thing in De- 
bate, if he knows that It is wrong. If 
the Fathers thought as Mr. Woolſton lays 
they did; cen let it be fo, we ſhall eaſi - 
ly ſhew then that They were in the 
wrong: If They thought ſo, they ought 
to have thought otherwiſe, and provided We 
can ſhow that We are in the right, we ſhall 
not much trouble our Heads what Father 


vas in the wrong. To all which I thall add, 


that as I believe there is not one individual 
Perſon upon the Face of the Earth, that 


knows any Thing of this Controverſy (no 
not excepting Mr. Collins Himſelf] that 


imagines any of the Far hers disbeliev d the 
literal ſtory of Jeſ#s's Miracles, It 
| "M3 would 
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would be needleſs to ſpend Time to con- 
vince any one to the contrary ; and there- 
fore I ſhall here drop what I intend to fay 
to his Quotations from the Fathers, witl 
the common Saying, make me (or any the 
moſt ſilly, ignorant, ſtapid Perſon on Earth) 
believe this if you can. 

IxDEED there is one Thing that is to Mr. 
Moolſten's Purpoſe, and that is, that ſome 
of our Saviour's Actions are ſaid to be ſilly, 
uſeleſs and without any Deſign or Purpoſe, 
when conſider'd literally and as They were 
outwardly done; and that therefore we 
mult look for a ſpiritual Meaning in Them. 
But what then? Who doubts but that 
Jefes Chrift did many Things not as 

iracles, or even as neceſſary actions of 
Life, and forc'd upon Him unavoidably, 
but only with a View that They might 
be for inſtruction of Life, for Direction 
and Information of the ſpiritual Nature 
of his own Kingdom, and the like? Thus 
He might curſe the Fig Tree to ſhew his 
Diſciples the Power of Faith, and alſo the 
Neceſſity of a perpetual Watchfulneſs: 
But then what if We own all this? and 
what if the Fathers ſay the ſame ? Is 
this to deny that He really did curſe the 
fie Tree, or that he did thoſe other 
Actions which outwardly fignify'd no- 

| . _—_ 
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thing, but were all referr d to ſome 
1 inward ſpiritual End? Surely then Mr. 
3 Hoolſton had labour d to little P 


urpole, 
and his Book had hardly been worth a 
Moment's Conſideration, if that were all 
the Objection that could be made to our 
Saviour's Miracles. For his Argument is 
in ſhort this. It is a much greater Effect 
of Power to cure the Diſeaſes of the 
Soul, than thoſe which 7eſus cur'd of 
the Body: Alſo what He is ſaid to —_— 
wrought in the Body, are T nd 
— of what He does 1 
work on the Soul; and laſtly many of 
his outward Actions, conſider d outward- 
ly, had no End or Defign, but all myſt 
be referr'd to ſome ſpiritual Purpoſe, in 
order to account for the Wiſdom or Per- 
tinency of them: And in this moſt or 
all of the Fathers agree; from whence 
Mr. Woolſton very accurately concludes, 
that therefore none of Jeſus's Actions 
or Miracles were done outwardly at all. 
The Inconcluſiveneſs of which I have al- 
ready ſhewn, tho' indeed tis ſo viſi- 
ble, that there is but little Occaſion for 
K. 
Bur here it will be ask'd Mr. Wool- 
ſton, if all theſe Things have a Spiritual 
Meaning, and TY e outward Actions 
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be Types of inward ones, yet muſt not 
theſe outward Actions be real ? For how 
can that be a Type or Image of another 
Thing, which it's ſelf has no Being at 
all ? There muſt be fome Foundation for 
the Alluſion: Not only ſomething which 
is related or referr'd to, but alſo ſome 
other thing which is ſo related or referr'd 
to the fi 
No ſays Mr. Poolſton, in his De- 
« fence of his Diſcourſes on the Mira- 
cles, for the whole Hiſtory of Jeſus 
«« as recorded by the Evangeliſts, is on- 
„ly an Invention of their own, and has 
«© no more Foundation in Truth than one 
«© of /£/0p's Fables. There was indeed 
_«£ ſuch a Man M, as Je ſus; as there 
„were Lambs and Wolves and Lyons of 
„% whom A ſop ſpeaks: But then es bye 
«« was miraculouſly conceiv'd of a Vir- 
gin. that He liv'd fo holil is wrought 
„ ſo many Miracles, and roſe again af- 
* tor tos Ti, is juſt as true as that 
Aſeb's Beaſts ſyoke, and did what is 
*« contain'd in his Fables. 
Bur one will ask undoubtedly to what 
Purpoſe ** Aich we Evangeliſts invent 


this Story lays Mr. Moolſton. 
„as an Te 4 ob on of the 


Methods chat Je will ercafter take 
8 


5 1 


their ang ogy deſtroying t 


wy ow My fy by Q au 
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(for as yet He ſays, He has taken none 
«« of them) to fave Mankind ” healing 

eirLuſts, 
<< reſtori em to Virtue and Holi- 
25 lineſs, Ge. 


Nu. Bur pray Mr. Wookſiton, how do 


| You know, ſince you ſay that eſis bas 


not yet done theſe ſpiritual Cures (as for 
Inſtance, Diſc. I. P. 19. to omit many o- 
ther Places) How do Y ou know I ſay that 
Jeſus is the Meſiab? 
An. By the Prophecies foregoing of 
Him in the Old T ent. 

Qu. PRA x what is particular 
Neat of the Meſſiab = ns Ola Fer 
tament? : 

Anſ. Whatever is prophecy'd of Him, 
The meaning of all is only this, that He 
* ſhall fave Mankind from all their Luſts 
and Vices, and reſtore Them to Purity 
„ and Holinels. | 


#. Ir then You can know Feſus to 
be the Meſſiah only by his AT the 
Prophecies; and if the Subſtance of theſe 
Prophecies be only that He ſhall remove 
all the Diſorders of the Soul; and if He 
has not yet done that, how can You make 
it appear that He is the Mefiah? 


Anf. 
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Anſ. Ir will be made appear hereafter, 
* when He ſhall have remov d all theſe ſpi- 
4 ritual Diſorders. 


Su. Bur do You in the mean Time 


believe that Jeſus is the Meſſiab? 

| Warar Anſwer Mr. //o9//ton can give 
te this, I profeſs I cannot tell. He pre- 
tends indeed to be a Chriſtian, and from 


ſome of his Writings, He would ſeem 
to be ſo: But his is certainly fo ſtrange 


a Kind of Chriſtianity, that one I think 
might as well call it Dei ſin or Judi ſin. 
For to deal reely, Mr. Voolſton ſeems to 
Me to think Jeſus is only a feigned Name: 
That by Jeſus is meant God, myſtically 
or allegorically deſign'd by that Name; 
and that whatever is faid of the preten- 
ded Jeſus of Nazareth; thereby are on- 
ly intended all the Steps and Actions of 
God, which He has made, or will do in 
faving Mankind. Indeed many Things 
in his Writings feem to be contrary to 
theſe, yet as I'm told they were wrote 
firft, and his Diſcourſes on the Miracles 
were wrote laſt, *tis to be ſuppos'd that 
He has ſince chang'd his 2 and is 
now a perfect Deiſt, or rather ſomething 


r 
Ir I miſtake Him, I am ſure tis no 


more than ev ry Body has done; and He 
would 
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would do well to clear Himſelf of this 
JF l1mputation; which if he does and pro- 


feſles to believe the Meſſiabſbip of 7e ſus 
of Nazareth; thereby meaning the ſame 
Perſon that other Chriſtians do, and not al- 
legorically God; I fay if Mr. Moolſton 
does this, I deſire what Lhave ſaid in the 
laſt Paragraph may go for _— and 
be look'd upon only as a Proof of his bad 
Divinity. I call it bad not becauſe it 
differs from eſtabliſh'd Opinions; bur be- 
cauſe it is inconſiſtent with It's Self, and 
with Chriſtianity. # 

H a vinG now diſpatch'd all I thought 
1 to ſay to what concerns the Mi- 
racles in general, I come now to conſi- 
der the particular Objections made to each 
of Them. 

HiTtHEtRTo Mr. Wookſton's Arguments 
have been wrote in the Name of a Chriſti- 
an, but for what's to come, They ſeem 
to be the Objections of an Infidel. In- 
deed at the End of ev'ry Diſcourſe on a 
Miracle, he allegorizes It, as if He were 
a Chriſtian : But all thoſe Allegories I 
have conſider'd already. For my Part I 
diſlike none of them, They are all natu- 
ral. enough ; and for the Fathers from 
whom He has learn'd the particular Mo- 
rals of each Story; I have * to 

ject 
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object againſt Them or Him on this Head. 
Tho'I ama Clergyman, I profeſs whatever 
he ſays of Them not in the leaſt pro · 
voke Me; I can laugh at a Jeſt, tho' it 
were never fo ſevere, or even level d at 
my Self : And therefore I can aſſure Mr. 
. ootſton, that none of his allegorical 
Reflections on the Clergy were in the 
leaſt rhe Cauſe of my writing This; for 
I dare ſay, I bear not the leaſt Anger, Grudge 
or Prejudice to his Perſon, but have ra- 
ther a good Eſteem of his Parts and Lear- 


Bor this is perſonal. To return, His al- 
legorical Interpretations of our Saviour's 


Miracles, I have as I ſaid no Quarrel to: 
All 1 fay is, that there is no Neceſſity 
for deſtroying the literal Story in Order 
to eſtabliſh the ſpiritual one; as I have 
already ſufficiently ſhewn : and therefore 
as all his Quotations from the Fathers, 
are only to prove That they very often 
put a Neue Senſe on -& Saviour's 
Story, the Lawfulneſs of which no body 
denies; I think I need take no further 
Notice of them; ſince They will never 
prove that our Saviour's Miracles may 
not alſo be underſtood literally, notwith- 
ſtanding their ſpititual Meaning: And 
therefore all that relates to the Fathers 
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being diſpatch'd already, which is all That 
ſavours of Chriſtianity in the Objections 
to the Miracles: I ſhall from henceforth 
beg leave to conſider Mr. Wool ſton as an 
Infidel, and ſhall anſwer only ſuch Ob- 
jections as are made to the Credibility, 
Confiſtence, Wiſdom, Sc. of thoſe Tranſa- 
Ctions. : ; 

As Mr. Woolſton takes the Hiſtory of 
the four Evangeliſte for the Ground- 
work of his Deſign, and feems to make 
no other Objection to their Authority, 
than the improbability of the Things 
They _ I ſhall in order to 1 — 
the Diſpute, not ſpend Time in aſſerting 
their — aut Credi (which elſe it 
were abundantly eaſy to do beyond thoſe 
of any other: Hiſtorians in the World,) 
but taking all for granted which He does 
not deny, and ſuppoſing that the four 
Goſpels do prove their own Truth; if 
nothing can be with any good Ground 
objected to Them, I ſhall now proceed 
by the Light they lend Us, to conſider 
the Arguments by which Mr. Hoolkſton 
endeavours to deſtroy rhe Credit of our 
Saviour's Miracles: And I ſhall handle 


_ in the fame Order he does Him- 
elf. 


Mx. 
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Ma. Woolſton begins with the Miracle 
of Jeſus's —" e Buyers and Sellers 
out of the Temple. His Objections to 
it are, That it is not likely there were a- 
„ny ſuch things as Sheep and Oxen ſold 
«© in the Temple: That as for Doves and 
*+* the like, they were for the Service of 
the Temple, and therefore might lawful- 
ly be fold there: Thar the Tables or 
Counters of the Money-changers were 
«« neceſſary to make Change for thoſe that 
bought and ſold the Doves : That theſe 
therefore being lawful and neceſſary, it 
*« was unlawful and riotous for Fe/#s to 
drive them out, and overturn their Stands 
and Tables for their Goods. 

I anſwer as to _ Oxen's 
being in the Temple: No Body I believe 
imagines that they were within the very 
Building and under the Roof of the Tem- 
ple: But Mr. Moolſton to be ſure knows 
That the Temple had a Court ronnd it like 
our Church-Yards : Now that ſuch an 
Incloſure was very convenient to keep 
Catttle for Sale in, I ſuppoſe no Body 
can diſpute: The Queſtion therefore, is 
only, whether they were there or no, in 
which whether St. bn who was an 
Eye-Witneſs, or Mr. #oolfton who liyed 
1700 Years after are fitter to be credited, I 


hope 


«+ Temple.” But why not? How did ſelling 


know that the Sin 
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hope can be no Queſtion: Ay but, ſays 
Mr. Wootton, *©* *Tisnot like y the ews 
«« wouldiuffer ſuch aProphanation of their 


Sheep and Oxen it more than 
ſelling Doves, _ Banker's _ 
there? eſpecially if theſe ſame Sheep and 
Oxen were for the Service of the 'Tem- 
ple, as perhaps they were, ſince under 
the Terms Sheep and Oxen, may well be 
included Lambs and Heifers, which only, 
and not the others, were facrific'd. 
„Bur what Harm did felling thoſe 
things, if they were for the Temple's 
«« Service ? Juſt now 'twas not likely the 
Fews would allow Oxen and Sheep to be 
{old in their Temple, tho' for the Ser- 
vice thereof: For which undoubtedly 


Mr. Woolſton's Reaſon (tho he does 
not in expreſs Words ſay ſo) is becauſe 


the Jews would look ſuch a 
Sale of 8 and Oxen wks Propha- 
nation of their Temple: But now it 
ſeems de lk Sale o 9 ot gy hone 
prophane the T e; W not doan 

Harm: Fd * 4 why ? Surel N. 
Wool ſton does not think the different 
Size of the Animals makes a Difference 
in the Sin of ſelling them? He a 


ſelling at all 
* che 
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the Houſe of God, and not in the Quan- 
—_—_ the thing that was fold. 

ur to come more cloſely to the Point. 
„What Harm did ſelling Sheep, Oxen, 
% Doves, and keeping Banker's Shops in 
the Temple do ? Truly the Matter ſeems 
to me to be this. Thoſe Things were at firſt 
allow'd folely and * on Account of 
the Temple's Service, and the Fews then 
thought no Harm in it: But in Proceſs of 
Time People began to buy Doves, Sheep, 
Gc. there to eat at home, and for other 
Uſes as well as to facrifice in the Temple, 
finding it perhaps more convenient 
not to ſgo further off to Mar- 
ket : And this muſt needs have 
ht a er and more conſtant De- 
mand for thoſe Things; which made the 
Sellers of them now go to the Temple as 
to the Market, looking for a certain 
Gain: And fo, many ill Practices obtain'd 
in ing, weighing Money, and the 
like: Vet as all went under the Name of 
Religion and the Temple Service; thoſe 
Things were ſtill conniv'd at; till at 
length Matters came to ſuch a Height, 
that, tho* the Prophanation of the Tem- 
E worldly Merchandize at laſt grew 
candalous, yet it was then paſt the Po. 
er of the Chief Prieſts to remedy it; * 
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o it was left till Jeſus drove them all 
out; which that he did without any Ri- 
ot, and with the A _— of 1 * 
ſons is highly le: For elſe undoubt- 
edly it 11 objected to him 
at his Tryal, as Mr. Moolſſton obſerves ; 
but inſtead of concluding from it's not 
being objected to him, that he did nd ſuch 
Thing is altogether unreaſonable ; the 
right Concluſion being rather this, that 
undoubtedly ſuch Corruptions and Abuſes 
_ = in this Pra _w that 2 
Zeal juſtly got great Credit amon 
kind of N r effecting ſuch 2 Re: 
formation. 8 | 
Bur how ſays Mr. Woolſton, could one 
Man, namely Jeſus, and he poor and of 


a contemptible A drive out ſuch 
a Croud of Peopl e? In other Places tis 
objected, that our Saviour manifeſted no- 


8 EFF] ²˙¹ ũ «ÜUòU.. af. At £ANS. as 


ching great or wonderful in his pretended 
Miracles: e t a 
Power appears, that tis altogether paſt 


Belief. But here I would ſeriouſly ask 
Mr. Woolſton is Jeſus's driving the Buy- 
and Sellers out of the Temple won- 
derful, or is it not ? If it be not, there 
can be no incredibility in the Story; If 
it be wonderful, then here is one mira- 
eulous Thing at leaſt * by Jeſus: And 

fot 
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for Mr. Wool ſton's ſaying tis incredible, 
I muſt ask his Pardon; tor St. Matthew, 
St. Lake, St. John, three credible Eye 
Witneſſes relate it; and as there a | 
no pretences for a Juggle or I in | 
this Caſe (for ev'ry TC tell 
whether Jeſus drove the Crouds out or 
no) I think there cannot be made even 
the moſt plauſible Objection to this Mi- 
racle, on this Head. 
Bur Mr. Woolſton asks why ſhould 
Jeſus be ſo zealous for that Houle, he 
came to deſtroy ? 1 anſwer, as it became 
him to fulfill all Righteouſneſs, He 
thought it neceſſary to ſubmit to Johns 
Baptiſm, and by the fame Rule to the 
whole Few:ſh Law, for neither were as 
yer deſtroy d: And tho' tis true they 

were not to continue, yet while the 
ſtood, they were both the Laws of God, 
and therefore to be obey d and reverenc d: 
And therefore it was that he was even 
zealous for the Temple; for tho' it were 
ſhortly to be deſtroy'd ; yet while it 
continu'd, it was the Houſe of God, and 
God's Service wasperform'd therein, and 

ſo he had a doubtful Reſpect thereto. 
PERHAPS alſo beſides the Allegory 
which Mr. Wool ſton thinks hidden in this 
Miracle ; there was another ſpiritual mea- 
| ning 


of drevmg the Buyers, &c. 35 
ning thereof, namely that Jeſus Chriſt 
did this to ſhew, that tho” in all Things 
elle his Followers were to be like Him, 
harmleſs as Doves, ſo as not even to break 
a bruiſed Reed, or quench ſmoaking Flax, 
yet that in the Things of God, they 
were to be more zealous. 

WHETHER it be ſo or no, by 
Matter: I hope I have in other Reſpects 
{ clear'd this Miracle, and anſwer'd any 
3 Objetions he makes to it. He will in- 
1 deed fay, I anſwer no otherwiſe than by 
ſaying Chr:/?'s driving the Buyers and 
Sellers was literal : Truly I muſt fay fo 
ſtill, until he brings ſome other Argu- 
ment againſt it, than barely ſaying it is 
incredible: For unleſs he could thew ſome 
Grounds to ſuſpect Fraud or Art in the 
Caſe, his bare ſaying that the Thing is 
incredible, will, I believe, never paſs on 
any one who conſiders, that three Hiſto- 
rians expreſſly deliver the Matter as ac- 
tually done. — 

Bur if he objects to our Saviour's Ho- 
neſty and Innocence; as if driving the 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple was 
unlawful and riotous, and perhaps alſo 
done, that his Diſciples might have an 
Opportunity of pilfering ſomewhat in the 
Hurry: The Anſwer to this is, that no 
D 2 ſuch 
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tuch Thing was objected to 7eſus at his 
Tryal; which is a full Proof of his In- 
nocence: Tho' Mr. Noolſton thinks tis 
an Argument that he never did this: For 
as I faid before, tis highly probable that 
many ill Practices obtain'd in the 
buying and ſelling Doves, Sc. in the 
_—_— of Money and the like: And 
even ſuppoſing that nothing was done there, 
but on account of the Temple Service; 
yer tis certain there muſt have been 
ſtrong Temptations to commit Fraud in 
many Inſtances; and after all the Huck- 
ſtering, which undoubtedly muſt have 
been us'd between covetous Perſons, could 
not but give great Scandal to fee it al- 
low'd inthe Houſe of God. Now I would 
put it to Mr. Moolſton himſelf ; whether, 
if the Biſhop of London (as he mentions) 
had not taken the Pains to clear St. Pauls 
Cathedral of thoſe Crouds of lewd and 
idle People that walk'd there during di- 
vine Service, and diſturb'd the Congre- 
gation, I fay if the Biſhop of London had 
not done this, and if ſome good and piouſſy 
affected. tho private Perſon, had underta- 
ken and effected it; I would ask whether 
Mr. W oolſton Himſelf would not have very 
much approv d of it, and commended it as 
an Inſtance of true Zeal for the Glory of 

God, 
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God, far from cenſuring it as a factious 
or riotous Action. 

Bur now if Perſons with Fruit or 
Noſegays in Summer Time ſhould come 
jn to l their Goods there; as we ſee 
they have done; would it not be more 
neceſſary to drive Them out, tho' it were 
with a Whip? And if this. or very near- 
ly this was the Caſe in the Temple of 

_ Jeruſalem ; I think Jeſus's driving Them 
all out, was a very good and commen- 
dable Action, and ſo I believe would e- 
ven the modern Fews or any one but 
Mr. Foolfton. , 

I coME now to the ſecond Miracle; 
namely Jeſus's caſting the Devils out of 
the Madman, and fuffering Them to enter 
in an Herd of Swine. Mr. Woolſton's 
Objections to this are, That in this Je- 
ſas did no more than many other Jews 
did at the ſame Time; and therefore this 
Miracle if it was really done, can be no 
more a Proof of his divine Authority, 
than it can be of theirs. I anſwer, no 
Body pretends that exorcifing Devils a- 
lone, is a Proof of Jeſis's Authority: 
When Mr. Poolſton finds one of this O- 
pinion, He may then make this Objecti- 
on. But we that this with other 

Things, prove his Authority; tho' this 


alone 
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alone does not: And ſo it can be no Ob- 
jection, that others could caſt out Devils 
as well as Jeſus; ſince They that could 
do ſo, yet wanted the other Qualificati- 
ons required in the Meſſiah. | 

He objects ſecondly to the Truth of 
the Matter of Fact. He ask How 


„% Came this Madman or Madmen to 


*« dwell among the Tombs of a burying 
Ground? Az/. God knows, for who 
can account for the Actions of a Mad- 
man. But where was the People's 
Charity, that did nor take care of 
Them, and endeavour to cure Them, or 
keep Them in a Houſe, to give Them 
Cloaths and Victuals in Pity to Them, 
as well as for the Safety of others. 


Anſ. We find They did fo, but the poſ- 


ſels d always broke looſe again from them; 
nay, broke the very Iron Chains They 
were bound with. But this is incredi- 
ble ſays Mr. Woolſton that they ſhould 
be fo ſtrong. Truly He is always at 
his Incredibilities: When Jeſs does any 
Thing that another could do, He crys, 
where is the Wonder? If it be a Thing 
never before heard of, it is incredible: 
How to deal with ſuch a Writer I can- 


not tell ; for undoubtedly ev'ry Thing 


Je ſus did was either wonderful or it was 
* 25 C nog oy 
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not wonderful; and ſince He equally 
diſlikes both, there is no more to be 
ſaid or conteſted, It muſt all be diſ- 
lik'd, and it is impoſſible to defend ir. 
Bur however I think this wonderful 
Strength of the poſſeſs d is not ſo incredi- 
ble: Ihave heard from an Eye Witneſs, that 
the preſent King of Poland, Auguſtus, has 
with aFinger and Thumb bent the twoSides 
of a large Silver Cup, 'till He made Them 
meet; and thereby caus'd the Liquor there- 
in to ſpurt out to the Top of theRoom : And 
this King's Strength is famous all over 
Europe. And I my ſelf knew one that 
would with great caſe break an Horle 
Shoe in two. Now as the Fetters and 
Chains this Madman was bound with, 
were but of the ſame Mettal with an 
Horſe Shoe; where is the Impoſſibility 
of breaking one more than rhe other ? 
eſpecially too if we conſider that this 
Perſon was mad and poſſeſs d allo; which 
muſt needs add prodigiouſly to hisStrength ; 
for tis known that Madmen are valtly 
ſtronger during their Fits than at other 
Times: And from the Pranks play d by 
the French Prophets ſome Years ago, 
we know what a prodigious Strength e- 
ven young Girls acquire, when They 
D = are 


49 An Anſwer to, &c. Miracle 
are poſſeſs d; as I reckon thoſe deluded 


People were. 

„Bur why ſays Mr. Wool/ton were 
„ not theſe Madmen or Madman dil- 
patch d, ſince They did ſo much Harm 
to their Neighbours. Au ſ. They liv'din 
the Mountains and deſart Places, where 
few People came; and thoſe that did, 
knowing the Danger, took what Precau- 
tions were neceflary for their own Pre- 
{ervation; ſo that as there was no great 
Neceſſity for deſtroying Them, Charity 
and common Humanity undoubtedly 
would not ſuffer it. 

AND thus I hope I have giv'n fuffici- 
ent Anſwers to the Objections made to 
the Matter of Fact; unleſs Mr. Wookſton 
would have me prove that there is ſuch 
a Thing as a Devil or Poſſeſſion, which 
I find He denies: But to that I ſhall give 
no other Anſwer than to refer Him to 
the French Prophets before mention'd : 
Let Him tell me what Spirit it was that 
ated in Them; and then ſuppoſe it was 
the ſame that poſſeſs d theſe Madmen or 
Madman. 

I coME now to the other Part of this 
Miracle; his permitting the Devils to en- 
ter into the Herd of Swine. His Ob- 
jections are ** That there were no Swine 


66 in 
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te in the Country ; becauſe the Jeu | 
s were forbid the Uſe of Them, not on- 
% ly by the Law of Moſes, but by a 
later Law of the Sazhedr:im. But the 
Anſwer is eaſy: We find from the many 
Alluſions and Similies in Scripture taken 
from Swine, that They were Things com- 
mon enough; or it would have been to 
little Purpoſe to explain any 1 — 
comparing it to a Swine. We find alſo 
from [/a:4h, that there were People that 
eat Swine's Fleſh, IV LXV. 4. and LXVI, 
17. So that we have no Reaſon to que- 
ſtion, but that ſome of Them might do the 
| fame in Jeſus's Time. 

an objects He that _ was an 
unjuſt Thing of Jeſus to deſtroy the 
People's Swine ; == it IT very ihe 
a Piece of Witchcraft; and that a Jury 
in England would have hang'd Him for 
his Pains, had He done the like there. 
But this all goes on a Suppoſition, that it 
was lawful for the Jeu to keep Swine; 
whereas He himſelf juſt now obſerv'd that 
it was not. Now ſuppoſe ir only to be 
unlawful to keep Them ; that it was a 
Sin againſt God, a great Scandal to their 
good Neighbours, and a Breach of the 
expreſs Laws of the Country ; and then tell 
me where was the Harm of deſtroying 
Them. 
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Them. Is it thought a Crime in a Ma- 
hbometan Country to deſtroy all theirHogs, 
wherever They are found ? Does not 
_ ev'ry private Mahometan by his own Au- 
thority ; if He pleaſes, break in Pieces 
the Jarrs and Hogſheads of Wine, He meets 
with among the Chriſtians ? As all Tra- 
vellers relate, and yet dare They com- 
plain ? In ſhort the Matter was plaialy 
thus; ſome Jews in Gadara were ſo wick- 
ed as to keep Swine, contrary to the 
Law of God and their Country ; and Fe- 
ſus to puniſh Them, had them all de- 
ſtroy d: Indeed, as He was no Magiſtate, 
He would not touch Them Himtelf, or 
of his own Motion command the doing 
of it; But He permitted the Devils todo 
it, by poſſeſſing Them, and ſo making 
Them run furiouſly into the Sea, where 
They weredrown'd. And not only the 
other Inhabirants of the Place, bur per- 
alſo the Owners being hereby made 


h 
fer fible, that it was a Judgment of God 
on the Sin of keeping Swine, with Fear 
and Trembling acknowledg'd their Crime, 
and begg'd of Jeſus whom they look'd 
upon as the Meſſenger of God ſent to ex- 
ecute his * on Them, in Mercy 


and Pity to ſpare Them, and rt out 
of their Coaſts; as Peter on a like Oc- 
caſion 
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caſion did, ſay 15 Depart from Me for 


an 0h Lord. For we are 
not to ſuppoſe that the Gadarenes turn d 
Him out of their Doors, as many may 
imagine; (far from it) but in a Senſe of 
their own Sins, and believing Him to be 
Chriſt the Son of God, they dreaded his 
Preſence, leaſt He ſhould take Vengeance 
on them. St. Luke ſays, that They were 
afraid, and beſought Him to depart from 
Them, for they were taken with exceeding 
great Fear, Luke VIII. 36, 37. 
Now if this was ſo; as we have all 
the Reaſon in the World to believe it was; 
we ſhall hereby find a further Anſwer to 
Mr, M oolſtou's firſt Objection to this Mi- 
racle; namely. That there was nothing 
*« wonderful therein, ſince many others 
caſt out Devils as well as Jeſ#s: For 
'tis plain from the People's extraordinary 
Fear andAmazement, that They look d up- 
on this Exorciſm of the poſſeſs d Gadarene: 
to be impoſſible, and probably ſeveral o- 


ther Exorciſts had attempted to diſpoſſeſs 


Them; but could not. And that there 
were many poſſeſs d. who could not be 
cur'd by the ordinary Exorciſts, is high- 
ly probable, or elle cis not likely theEvan- 
geliſts had troubled us with Stories of this 


kind concerning Feſis, if They had 2 
7 
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or ordinary Operations. So that notwith- 
ſtanding what Mr. J/oo/ſton fays, in all 
likelihood this was a great and furprizing 
Miracle of the bleſſed* Je ſus. 
I PROCEED now to examine the third 
Miracle of eſis, namely his Transfigu- 
ration on the the Mount. As to Mr. 
Moolſton's Criticiſm on the Word ene, 
hich we tranſlate his Countenance was Y} 
chang'd, Tis but a mere Piece of Chi- 
canry. He ſeems to be uncertain forſooth, 
whether He was chang d into a Lyon. 
Calf, or a Bear, Sc. Bur ſurely the Con- 
text plainly thews how it was that Jeſws 
was chang d, namely That his Face did 
Hine as the Sun, and his Raiment be- 
came exceeding white as Snow. 
His Objections to this, are That 
perhaps the Sun ſhone on Him, and fo 
« what Wonder if He look'd rubicund, 
that is with a reddiſh Brightneſs. Bur 
to this the Anſwer is eaſy; for firſt I be- 
by lieve a Mountain, eſpecially an high 
14 one, 3 Matthew calls rhis * the Son N 
A cer boar wh chat Force as to make 
any Thing look ſo exceeding bright as we 
End Jeſus did. TY 
HowEVER be that as It will, *tis cer- 
rain that this Brightneſs of our Saviour's 
Face could not be occaſion'd barely by the 
Sun ; 
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Sun; for if It was, then undoubtedly the 
Brightneſs of his Raiment muſt have been 
caus d by the Sun likewiſe; but ey'ry one 
knows, and Mr. Noolſton Himſelf hints 
the ſame, that the Brightneſs caus'd by the 
Sun is a reddiſh Brightneſs ; whereas the E- 
vangeliſts tell us, Feſus's Garment ſeem d 
exceeding white as Snow; which, namely a 
white Brightneſs like gliſtering Snow, be- 
ing never the Effect of the Sun's ſhining on 
any ioft thing as our Saviour's Face and 
Coat were, puts it paſt Diſpute, that the 
Brightneſs of our Saviour's Face as well as 
Cloaths was ſomething Supernatural. 

ALL therefore that He fays here abour 
the Juggling and Tricks of Poſture Maſters 
is nothing to the Purpoſe : For firſt, we 
never read that our Saviour alter'd the Fea- 
tures of his Face, in which alone the Arr 
of Poſture Maſters conſiſts ; But He ſeem'd 
to be all over cover'd with Brightneſs ; 
which, ſuppoſe a Juggler could imitate by 
the Helpof Phoſpboras or the like (which 
by the way would be a much more ra- 
tional Suppoſition than that of the Sun's. 
 thining on Him) Yet we know Pho/Þbo- 

ras is of a Yellow Brightneſs, whereas 
that of our Saviour was white; and the 
fame is to be ſaid of any Brightneſs caus'd 
by the Reflection of the Sun Beams on 21 

oft 
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ſoft Thing. All this therefore is only col- 
lected in Order to deceive unattentive 
Readers. 

Bur to return to Mr. Woolſton, He 
asks why did Jeſus go up to the Top of a 
Mountain? To be ſure, ſays He, It 
vas to have the Advantage of a Cloud to 
«« play his Pranks in, which He knew He 
could not expect in the Plain. Accor- 
ding then to Mr. IM oolſton, He went up to 
the Mountain on Deſign to perform this 
Feat of his Transfiguration : But how like- 
ly that is will appear, if we conſider how 
many Things were neceſſary to this 
pretended Transfiguration, befides the 
Advantage of a Cloud. For firſt our Savi- 
our's Face muſt have been turned directly 
towards rhe Cloud, and to the Rays that 


came from Ir, in Order that They might 


ſhine upon Him. At the fame Inſtant his 
three Diſciples Faces muſt have been, not 
only turn'd towards Him, but all their 
Backs turn'd to the Cloud; or elſe the Rays 
might have ſhone on ſome of Them, as 
well ason Fe/#s,and ſo the Trickwould have 
been ſpoil'd : The Sun muſt alſo have ſhone 
upon no Part or Spot of the Mountain, or 
any Thing elſe but only on Jeſus; or elſe 
they would plainly diſcover that It was but 
Sunſhine : Laſtly the three Diſciples muſt 

never 
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never have ſeen the like before; that is, 
they muſt never have obſerv'd any 
Man's Face to look reddiſh or bright by the 
Sun's ſhining on It; or elſe they could not 
take the like's happening to Je ſu to be an 
Thing ſupernatural, as tis plain they di 
Now - this 2 ſo difficult to mana 

ight, ſo impoſſible to dilpoſe exactly, af- 
4 juſt 8 and ſo unlikely bs fall 
cout fo luckily all at once, that we muſt 
needs think Je ſus to be very filly to think 
of contriving ſuch a ſham Miracle. 
But why, fays Mr. Woolſton, was all 
this waſte made of a Miracle? was it 
done only for the ſake of a Miracle? 
If fo, It ſhoald have been wrought be- 
fore all the People, not in a Deſart with 
only two or three Perſons preſent; who 
** were ignorant enough to be impos'd on 
by the moſt bare- fac d Juggle; and pre- 
« judic'd enough to believe every Thing 
** wonderfull that h 'd to their Ma- 
oh =, =, elle 2 have 
thought any Thing ſtrange therein. 
N ay in 4 * chis, 1 ſhall reprefent 
the Matter up io Jeruſe It really was. 


Jeſus going up to Feruſalem, where he 
knew be . to ſuffer; and being perhaps 
under diſmal Apprehenſions thereat, ww: | 
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ed ſome extraordinary Comfort, as He did 
in the Garden the Night before his Paſſion ; ; 


and therefore He went up into an High 
Mountain, perha T vans ely to diſcourſe 
lias 


with Mo/es and lis Sufferi 
as well as to pray. Now this being the Cale, 
as it ſeems She, * tis no Wonder He ſhould 


not hold this Conference before all the Peo- 


ple; from whom tis viſible He all along 
conceal'd almoſt ev ry Thing relati 
Himſelf, and to dis bei being the ating a 
(for a Reaſon I ſhall ou. Fg mention) 
But as this Conference was a moſt won- 
derful Thing, tho' it was not however 
mainly intended for a Miracle, it was fit 
there ſhould be ſome Witneſſes of ir. 
Now as it was to be a very great Secret, 
and eſpecially to be conceal'd from Judas 
Iſcariot; He could not take all his Dil- 
ciples with Him; for He could not take 
Judas; but had he taken all the reſt, and 
left Him behind, it might have made Ju- 


alſo us'd as a Plea for his betray ing his 
Maſter : Since therefore He was not to 
take all his Diſciples with Him, it was 


no great Matter whether He took three, 
or four, or {ix : And this ſeems to me 
to be the whole Truth of the Matter. 


For 


das jealous, and ſuch ill Uſage might be 
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For we ſee now to what End Feſ#s went 
up to the Mountain, namely not fo much 
to work a Miracle as to hold a Conference 
with Mo/ef and Elias about his Paſſion, 
which gave Him much uneaſineſs: We ſee 
why this was done apart and with fo 
few witneſſes; becauſe it was not propei 
for the Multitude to hear the Myſtery 
of his Paſſion, Sc. unfolded for a Rea- 
ſon as I faid I ſhall heteafter mention. 
Bur what Occaſion for Chr:ft's 
«« Transfiguration, and the Voice from 
« Heaven? Could He not have held his 
«© Confetence without thoſe ? What were 
« They to the Purpoſe ? Auſ. As the 
Reaſon of our Saviour's holding this Con- 
ference was only for his own Comfort 
and 3 God in Order to en- 
courage Him the mote, e Him all 
this extraordinary Glory, T cloathing 
Him with Brightneſs, and declaring Him 
to be his Son; and that, not to Himſelf 
alone, but before other Witneſſes alſo. 
namely Peter and James and John; and 
this Account is fo eaſy and natural, that 
I think it muſt for ever filence all Ob- 
jections on this Score. | 
* Bur N this Voice, that ſeem'd 
to come out of the Cloud, as alſo thoſe 
of Moſes and Elias, were all coun- 
E. terfeired 
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«« terfeited by Jeſus; who could, like 
5 mayy Jugglers, alter his Voice, and 
„make that which was near, ſeem to be 
*« afar off. Anſ. The Voices the Dilci- 
ples heard. undoubtedly did not ſeem to 
be afar off, but near Them : The Words 
This is my beloved Son hear Him, ſeem'd 
to come out of the Cloud; and the 
Cloud the Evangeliſts tell Us came even 
upon Them, ſo the Voice muſt even 
have been near enough. And as to the 
Voices of Moſes and Elias, They ſeem' d 


to be talking with Fe/#s, and He to be 


ſure, was juſt by them: So that there is 


at leaſt no Reaſon for Mr. Woolſtons Com- 


pariſon of a Juggler. 


+ WELL be it fo; but perhaps after 


all, theſe Voices might be counterfeited 
«« by Jeſus. Tis true They might, but 
what does that prove? Only that tis not 
certain that any Thing was ſpoken by God. 
Moſes, or Elias ng, how does that 
dilprove that Ze/is: was Transſigur d; or 
that Moſes or Elia were there? For tis 
expreſly ſaid, that they. were ſeen by the 
three Diſciples; ſo that after all, great Part 
of the Miracle will remain; and ſo much 


of it being certain and allow'd, I believe 


no Man will diſpute the reſt of it. But 


indeed there is little Reaſon to call in 


Queſtion 
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of his Transfiguration, &c. 51 
Queſtion the Reality of theſe Voices. 
For if the Diſciples ſaw Moſes and Eliar; 
tis likely They ſaw their Faces, or elſe 
They could hardly have known Them; 


Bur if They ſaw their Faces, They muſt 


needs have ſeen their Lips move; But if 
They did not fee the Motion of their 
Lips, when as yet, They heard their 
pretended Voices, it muſt needs make 
Them nad out the Chant 

But Mr. Woolſton would infinuate, 
That the Diſciples ſaw not Moſes and 


Elia at all, but dream'd or fancy'd it. 


+ Was it, ſays He, in their own proper Per- 


* ſons They d; or was it only their 
*++ Spectres Apparitions ? Auſ. Mr. 
IVo01[ton,l ſuppoſe, allows that the Spirits 


of Moſes and Elias were at this Time 
lomewhere or other in Being; but it fo, 
then undoubtedly theſe their Spirits aſ- 
lum'd an Aerial Body, in Shape and Co- 
lour exactly conformable to the Ideas, 
the three Diſciples had by Pictures or any 
other Way form'd of their Perſons, in order 

that the Apoſtles might know Them. 
OruER Objections beſides Mr. Wool 
ſton's are theſe. Perhaps twas a white 
Part of the Cloud that they took for 
*+© Doſes and Elzas. Anſ. The Cloud 
did not come over Them till afterwards, 
as 


$2 A Aufwer to, &c. Mirach. 
as all three Evangeliſts relate. Secondly, 
Perhaps Jeſs Chriſt had afore pre- 
*« pard two Men to meet him there, and 
«© perſonate Moſes and Elias. Auſ. That 
would not have giv'n any extraordinary 
Brightneſs to Jeſs, as I before ſhew'd : 
And beſides, none would have been fo 
fit for ſuch a Work as his own Diſciples, 
for in whom elſe could he confide ? Third- 
ly. To what Purpoſe was the Voice, 
« This is my beloved Son, Hear Hin. 
Anſ. It was not only perhaps for Chr:ft's 


own Satisfaction, but alſo to make the | 


Apoſtles hear Chriſt, that is, perhaps 
Tbs AF; 
thus 


2 ing as He deſit d Them. And 


ve I diſpatch'd the third Miracle, 
which ends Mr. Woolſton's firſt Book. 


FINS: 


